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OPINION
Editorial

The opinion of the 
Bear Witness editors

We read it in the news. We see it in me-
mes. we hear it joked about casually in 

the classroom. We also see it in our president.
When international events stir unease here, 

they also spark xenophobia, the prejudice 
against people from other countries.
The current Iran crisis in early January 

began when a U.S. drone strike killed 
prominent Iranian general Qasam Suleimani, 
sparking retaliatory rocket fire into U.S.-
held bases in Iraq, is one recent example of 
how international conflicts affect the lives 
of citizens and students in America. After 
the series of conflicts between the U.S. and 
Iran escalated, junior Afrouz Khosraviani’s 
family was reluctant to travel to their home 
country of Iran.
The travel ban to many Middle Eastern 

countries, an executive order signed by Trump 
soon after the start of his presidency, was 
widely observed as a xenophobic act to reduce 
the number of Muslim people from entering 
the U.S. FBI reports also note the increase of 
hate crimes, the highest in 16 years.
Xenophobic acts don’t seem to end with 

the president, however.  The outbreak of the 
new coronavirus, which was first identified in 
Wuhan, China has made Chinese Americans 
and even Asian Americans targets of racial 
discrimination. 
A Feb. 1 Los Angeles Times article 

noticed that Lyft and Uber drivers with 
Asian-sounding surnames saw last-minute 
cancellations, with customers suggesting that 
they feared the risk of infection.
For students to see similar levels of preju-

dice, they need not go further than a social 
media explore page to find memes joking 
about dining at Chinese restaurants or when 
an Asian student coughs during class. Since 
the reported outbreak, the virus’s origin and 
racial biases around it seem to have become 
inseparable.
While the epidemic warrants fair concerns 

for those who want to protect their health, 
it more often causes irrational and unwar-
ranted behavior that in some cases becomes 
racially charged. And these opinions often 
feel more dangerous and spread faster than 
any virus. Even as treatment for this illness 
begins to develop, little can remedy the 
lasting impact of the fear and hatred instilled 
in many Americans.
Our xeonophobic history seems to have 

repeated itself. An FDR-issued executive 
order in February 1942 interned a large 
number of Japanese Americans, putting 
millions of citizens into camps around the 
country. This order was issued based on fear 
and retaliation as the U.S. was fighting the 
Japanese government overseas, and fueled a 
rise in anti-Asian American sentiment across 
the country.
We cannot allow conflicts and crises thou-

sands of miles away determine how we treat 
the people around us. 
To stop this culture, students can look more 

closely at global events and how they might 
influence their peers of different national-
ities. Before making ignorant comments, 
before sharing racially charged posts, before 
jumping to prejudiced conclusions.

Global crises breed discrimination at home
THE CYCLE OF XENOPHOBIA

Trump claims to be a Christian, but his actions do little to adhere to 
biblical teachings and the moral obligations of the religion. 

ORION JANDU
Staff Writer

President Donald Trump has long worked to show 
his support for white evangelical Protestants across 

America. From bolstering protections for prayer in 
schools, to appointing conservative judges, as well as ex-
panding legal protections for religious groups, he is aim-
ing to gain their vote for November.
Early this month, Trump attended the 68th Annual 

National Prayer Breakfast, a forum for the religious, 
political and business elite.
However, many Christians are divided over supporting 

the president and his policies. A 2019 survey by the Pew 
Research Center has shown that 69% of white evangel-
icals support Trump, but the remaining 31% oppose the 
president’s methods.
Trump claims to be a Christian, but his actions do little 

to adhere to biblical teachings and the moral obligations 
of the religion. 

Acts 13:38 | Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that 
through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.”
Trump has claimed that he has never sought forgive-

ness from Christ. Christianity is built on a very crucial 
foundation, that actually sets the religion apart from all 
others. This concept is that humanity cannot achieve 
perfection by themselves. They must come to Christ 
for forgiveness for their sins, and for redemption in the 
eyes of God. If Trump has never asked for forgiveness, 
he is missing a major piece in the Christian puzzle, and 
is living a lie that deceives the majority of evangelical 
Christians in America.

Matthew 5:32 | “Anyone who divorces his wife, except for sex-
ual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone 
who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” 
Trump has received several allegations of sexual harass-

ment, sexual assault, and rape from women, and he has 
also had three wives in the past forty-five years.

Proverbs 15:1 |  “A soft word turns away wrath, but a harsh 
word stirs up anger.” 
Trump’s harsh racist commentary leaves a massive 

streak that goes from the 1970’s until now, from crack-
ing jokes about the Trail of Tears, to indulging white 
supremacists, calling Mexican immigrants criminals and 
rapists, and requesting a ban on Muslims in America. 
As a result, Democrats have become aggravated by 
Trump, and have recently risen up against him.

Matthew 5:43-44 | “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love 
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
Trump has repeatedly shown his support for the racial 

division in our country, and others. Last year in July, he 
had told four of our own Congresswomen to “go back” to 
the countries where they came from, instead of “loudly 
and viciously telling the people of the United States” how 
to run the government. 
As a Christian, I would want my faith supported by a 

person who is respected, selfless, and wise in his or her 
actions. It’s true that Trump has done a lot to proclaim 
his support towards evangelicals across America, but is 
it out of the goodness of his heart, or does he just want 
to get reelected? We simply can’t support a man of such 
hypocrisy.

SINS OF OUR 
PRESIDENT

His policies support Christians, but 
Christians shouldn’t back Trump 

Room for debate
The Bay Area is a liberal bubble, and so 

is Branham, with nearly 90% saying that 
they lean Democrat or are left-leaning. Is 
there room for unpopular opinions here? 

BULLETIN BOARD

“If I am expressing my 
opinion and someone else 
disagrees, it’s okay because 
I know I can either teach 
them. If they don’t change 
their views that’s okay, too.”

Alyssa 
Berry
Sophomore

“Most of the time I do 
feel comfortable sharing 
my political opinions on 
campus because it’s a good 
environment. But certain 
views do get shot down by 
other people, so I think it 
depends on what your 
personal opinions are.”Stacy 

Spurlin
Freshman

“Everyone here is very 
nice, and especially since 
Branham is a pretty 
diverse school compared 
to most schools in this 
district, I think you can 
(voice your unpopular 
opinions) pretty well.”

“I sometimes feel like I 
can voice my opinions, it 
just kind of depends on 
who I’m talking to. I 
guess when I’m near older 
students I feel like they 
would be more judgmen-
tal towards my opinions, 
but I mean it depends on 
the person, I guess.”

“Usually you can voice 
your unpopular opinions 
to teachers because 
they’re meant to be 
less judgmental and 
keep their political and 
religious beliefs aside, but 
when it comes to kids, 
it’s a little harder. If they 
don’t come from the same 
background as you, it’s 
harder to sympathize. ... I 
feel pretty confident that I 
can voice my unpop-
ular opinions with my 
friends because I associate 
with a group of friends 
I trust.”

Britney
Doan
Junior

Kylie Ng
Sophomore

Ian
Khajenouri
Junior

July 2016: Trump retweets an 
anti-Semitic white supremacist’s 
post showing political rival Hillary 
Clinton with a six-pointed star 
above her, and a caption portraying 
her as “the most corrupt candidate 
ever.” Trump defends, “Just leave it 
up and say, no, that’s not a star of 
David, that’s just a star… it could 
have been a sheriff’s star.” The post 
was eventually removed.

June 2017: In an Oval Office meet-
ing, Trump is reported saying  that 
Haitian immigrants “all have AIDS,” 
and that Nigerian immigrants will 
“never go back to their huts,” in 
Africa.

January 2018: At a bipartisan 
meeting, Trump reportedly asked, 
in reference to Haiti and African 

countries, “Why are we having all 
these people from sh*thole coun-
tries come here?” Trump denied 
making the comments, although 
quite a few senators present at the 
meeting confirmed his comments.

December 2019: Trump attacks 
Debbie Dingell, a Democratic 
congresswoman for voting for his 

impeachment. He also suggests that 
her husband, the late World War II 
veteran and former congressman 
John Dingell, whose seat she now 
holds, is in hell. “He’s looking down, 
he’d be so thrilled." He then suggests 
that heaven is not where John Ding-
ell ended up. “Maybe he’s looking 
up — I don’t know.”

— Compiled by Orion Jandu

TRUMP THE 
UNCHRISTIAN
In his words and 
actions, our pres-
ident has shown 
his true nature.
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