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a chance. Will Ante's '20 parents left their 
family behind to build a better future in the 
United States. His parents were in their 
teens when they crossed the border and 
are undocumented immigrants. They fear 

each day that they would get deported 
back to Mexico. "Even when they drive 
and they get a ticket, that's a chance for 
them to get deported. They don't know who 
will take care of us if something were to 
happen," Ante said. 

freedom. Emily Pineda's '23 parents left 
Mexico to find a better living in the United 
States. Her father moved first to find a job 
and brought her mother soon after. Without 
that final decision to immigrate, Pineda 

wouldn't have had the freedom she has 
now. "My parents work minimum wage and 
we have a decent home. We have a lot of 
privileges, a lot of rights. They had to leave 
Mexico because it's so bad over there," 
Pineda said. 
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keeping connections. In the 1980's, Winnie 
Lin's '21 parents came to the United States 
seeking college education. Even though Lin's 
family live on the other side of the world 
from Taiwan, they visit their home country 
frequently. She is also an officer in the 

Chinese Student Association club in hopes 
of sharing her culture with others. "I feel 
really connected and proud of my culture. 
There are things I have yet to learn about 
my culture and I hope to explore it with 
CSA," Lin said. 
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Christina Vo

What’s Your ethnicitY and Which proBlems does that ethnicitY face?
PLACEallover THE

"The main problem 
I'm facing is that 
I have too many 
expectations 
of being smart 
because that's a 
stereotype that we 
have."

aaYush Vemuri ‘23

indi-
an

"Immigration for people 
to come here [by] 
crossing the border. 
I don't think that it's 
good [Donald Trump] 
is putting kids in cages 
at the border instead of 
with their parents."

keYla moreno diaz ‘23 

Mex-
ican

"Pollution in the water 
and the volcano."

JanaYa llaneza ‘23

fili-
Pino
Mexi-
can

portu-
guese

"We're not facing any 
problems, we're doing 
just great."

Bella  Betenacor ‘22

"I don't get 
discriminated, but my 
dad gets discriminated 
at work because he's 
short and Mexican."

maYa heredia ‘22

fili-
Pino
Mexi-
can

Chi-
nese

"In China, there's [the 
Corona] virus going 
around which is causing 
problems. Especially in 
airports, some people 
can't get into America 
or other places."

emilY chan ‘23

"Among other Vietnamese 
people, my skin tone is 
looked down upon by older 
generations of Asian people 
in general, so it's hard to fit 
in with people of my own 
ethnic because of that."

marY trinh ‘21

vietna-
mese

"Racism. I can't really 
do anything, like if I 
reach for something or 
turn around or move 
they try to pull a gun 
on me."

ortega Barnes ‘22 

Black

okee
cher-

Indian

students share their familY’s immigration storY.
M INE

     Christina Vo '21 has a heart for 
change and involves herself in many 
social activism campaigns. Outside of 
school, she works for an organization 
called Siren. Siren empowers and helps 
immigrants and refugee communities gain 
access to essential services, basic rights 

and protection, and participation in 
society. 

     "I'm helping organize 
protests and rallies. Really just 
unified immigrant and refugee 
communities and a lot of 
outreach, of a lot of youth to 
pick communities and join 
this movement," Vo said. 
     Vo spent most of her 
freshman and sophomore 
year volunteering for clubs, 
but felt like there wasn;t 
any personal connection 

with only 

volunteering. After the Parkland shooting 
at Stoneman Douglas High School in 
2018, the March for Our Lives campaign 
started. Vo saw the gun control and 
immigrant issues arising in the media  
and decided it was her chance to step 
up and make a change.
     "I'm a child of immigrants and 
refugees and my loved ones are 
immigrants as well. To see such an 
atrocity happen like that, I wanted to 
fight against oppression," Vo said. 
     Vo's involvement in activism helped 
her find her voice, and she wanted to 
guide people to find their voice, too. She 
shared it in the form of slam poetry at 
Creek Conversations. It was centered 
around the embodiment of what it means 
to be a youth, and the power that they 
have. 
     "I felt like I didn't have a voice, but 
during the summer working with amazing 
organizations [Siren], I felt that I did have 

a voice. I wanted to bring that to Silver 
Creek; to have a safe space where 
everybody can say their opinions and 
also gain the skills and the tools to 

really bring that change," Vo said.
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With social inJustice and political issues spreading like Wildfire 
across the World, christina Vo ‘21 has a motiVe to fight against oppression 
With the poWer of her Voice. 

hoW i’m feeling. 
Isela Vega '21 (top) holds a 
SIREN poster while Cindy 
Nguyen '21 grasps a poster 
that says "No More Dreams 
Deferred". SIREN, which 
stands for "Services, Immigrant 
Rights and Education 
Network", fights against issues 
regarding immigration services 
through policy advocay, civic 
engagement, and community 
organization. PC: SULPHINE 
SUSIE ODIO 

poWer With poetrY. Looking out 
into the audience, Christina Vo 
'21 expresses her struggles 
as a youth fighting against 
social issues at Creek 
Conversations. Vo 
presented her piece 
through slam poetry to 
provoke emotion and to 
bring attention to her 
generation's power to 
change the world. PC: 
MAIKIANA NGUYEN
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