
F              ollowing growing demand from commu-
nity members, PAUSD reopened school-
wide in-person learning at its middle and 

high schools on March 9. In the first week, 
about a quarter of the student body attended 
either athletics or in-person classes at Paly, at-
tendance secretary Christa Brown said.

Students have the option to return to school 
in person, but can stay home and continue to 
participate on Zoom if they prefer. If students 
return to in-person school, they log onto Zoom 
in their classroom and remain synchronous 
with the rest of the class. If a student’s class is 
full based on COVID-19 heath regulations, or 
their teacher is not in person, they then go to 
an overflow room — the big gym, the library 
or the student center — where they participate 
through Zoom as normal.

Junior Yash Vora chose to return in-person 
learning. He said he sees an increase in his 
focus when it comes to listening to lectures and 
staying engaged. 

“Now, I usually have to wake up earlier to 
prepare myself for getting to school on time,” 
Vora said. “With the change in scenery from 
my room to an actual school classroom, it is 
much easier to pay attention. The three to four 
people at school are in one breakout room, so 
then I am able to talk to them in person.”

Most teachers also returned in person, with 
exceptions being those who have medical 
conditions that could put them at higher risk 
if they caught COVID-19. English teacher 
Keith Tocci has returned to in-person teaching 
and said his focus remains primarily on Zoom 
while he’s teaching in his classroom, since most 
of the students in his classes are still learning 
remotely. 

“I’m enjoying the change in scenery and 
being able to see my students,” Tocci said. “But 

we need to be strictly reminding each other 
to make sure we are distancing, as that is our 
responsibility.”

Tocci also said students seem to feel more 
comfortable asking him questions in person.

But despite positive aspects of the plan, 
the district’s controversial decision to require 
teachers to return to campus frustrated many, 
including science teacher Nicole Loomis.

“It seems to me like a very political move,” 
Loomis said. “The fact that the district called 
us back without even caring that people hadn’t 
been vaccinated was really jarring. It really did 
not foster a lot of goodwill among teachers.” 

Part of PAUSD’s reopening plan requires 
a closed campus until Santa Clara County 
switches to the orange tier in the state’s reopen-
ing plan. The City of Palo Alto said this could 
happen as early as this week, given the lower 
daily rates of positive COVID-19 tests in the 
county.

While COVID-19 safety concerns have 
stopped some students from returning, junior 
Brooke Glasson said she has been reassured by 
the district’s safety precautions.

“The classrooms feel huge, and there's usu-
ally only about three other students,” Glasson 

said. “Everyone wears masks, and there are 
shields on each desk. I would say it’s pretty 
safe.”

However, Glasson is concerned about lunch 
time. While district rules say students can take 
their masks off while they eat, they are still 
required to sit at least six feet apart. 

“The only thing that's kind of unsafe is 
lunch,” Glasson said. “People keep their masks 
off and sit in large groups. Teachers try to 
disperse people, but I don’t know if that’s really 
effective.”

Despite abnormal circumstances, freshman 
Scarlett Cummings said returning felt like the 
first day of school.

“Paly has a lot bigger of a campus (than 
Greene Middle School), and I had no clue 
where anything was,” Cummings said. “But 
I thought it was really cool to see where my 
classes were and to meet my teachers.” 

Despite some of the downsides, Vora, 
Cummings and Glasson all said they plan to 
continue coming to school in person for the 
rest of the year.

Cummings said, “Doing Zoom from school 
is still better than doing Zoom from home, 
even if the teacher isn’t there.” 

Students, coaches remain hopeful about CCS possibility as sports resume

When California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced on Feb. 19 that 
all high school sports could return 
to practices, senior Sukhman Sahota 
was beyond thrilled. 

“It had been almost a full year 
since I last played softball, so I was 
really excited to see all of my team-
mates and finally play,” Sahota said. 

The announcement of the reopen-
ing of sports came alongside specific 
COVID-19 safety guidelines, play 
and practice restrictions and exten-
sive color-coding of sports. 

The California Department of 
Public Health requires physical 
distancing of players, hygiene and 
equipment sanitation and face cover-
ings by players, coaches and bystand-
ers. Additional requirements depend 
on the sport and the tier it can be 
played in. 

The CDPH has divided all sports 
into four categories based on what 
color tier their school’s county is in. 
In the orange 
tier, outdoor 
high contact 
sports and 
indoor low con-
tact sports are 
allowed to play 
without CO-
VID-19 testing. 
However, in 
the yellow tier, 
testing is highly 
encouraged for 
indoor moderate 
contact sports 
and indoor high contact sports.

At Paly, water polo and football 
— both high contact sports accord-
ing to the CDPH — are the only 
sports where athletes are required 
to get COVID-19 tested regu-
larly based on these guidelines. But 

because Santa Clara County is in 
the red tier as of publication, testing 
is not mandated Athletic Director 

Nelson Gifford 
said.

“For the 
past two weeks, 
Santa Clara 
County has had 
an adjusted case 
count around 
six per 100,000,” 
Gifford said. 
“As a result, we 
don’t have to do 
testing for those 
sports.”

However, in 
the case that the county is pushed 
back into the purple tier, Gifford 
said Paly is prepared to offer CO-
VID-19 testing for student athletes.

“We have testing mechanisms set 
in place to ensure the safety of all 
athletes,” he said. 

With all the different, constantly 
changing regulations, varsity softball 
coach Marquisa Hawkins said she 
initially felt overwhelmed, especially 
in the enforcement of cohorts.

“It was very difficult to manage 
the different cohorts,” Hawkins said. 
“Keeping track of who’s in Cohort 1 
and Cohort 2 made it challenging to 
do certain drills. Also, not knowing 
if everyone could intermingle and 
splitting people up in their respective 
cohort was hard to do.”

While outdoor sports have re-
sumed, the California Interscholastic 
Federation Central Coast Section 
playoffs — which many student 
athletes work toward competing in 
throughout their season — are still 
up in the air. 

“The guidelines say you can’t 
travel more than one adjacent 
county,” CCS Board Manager David 
Grissom said. “We serve many coun-
ties in our division, so it’s impossible, 

given those guidelines, to have CCS 
championship events.” 

The league consists of 16 counties 
and 150 schools, making it difficult 
to arrange and create CCS playoff 
brackets safely, Grissom said. In ad-
dition, other state-level restrictions 
such as the prohibition of tourna-
ments make it almost impossible 
for CCS playoffs to occur this year, 
according to Grissom.

“That guideline, along with other 
guidelines such as not being allowed 
to play in a tournament structure 
would have to change if we were to 
have CCS playoffs this year,” Gris-
som said.

The CCS playoff picture is grim 
in California's current situation, but 
Grissom said he is trying to remain 
positive.

“Let’s not close the door to play-
offs until we’re required to do so,” 
Grissom said. “We will be patient 
and see what time brings us.”

Lauren Chung
Staff Writer
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Standing with the Asian 
American community

The Campanile denounces xenophobic, 
racist actions.
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NCAA tournament begins in bubble.

Two survivors tell their stories of 
Title IX reporting, sharing their 
uncomfortable interactions with 

administrators.
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Small number of students 
choose on-campus 
instruction as Paly reopens
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Economics teacher Grant Blackburn sits alone behind a sheet of clear plastic, with no students in sight. Although in-person classes were made availible to all 
district high school tudents starting March 9, many students are still opting to take classes remotely. Teachers, however, are required to return to campuses .

“Let’s not close the door to 
playoffs until we’re required 
to do so. We will be patient 
and see what time brings us.”

David Grissom

MAGALI GAUTHIER/PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Seniors Bowman Wingard and David Snyder eat lunch on the Senior Deck. While lunch provides a time 
for students to interact, some are concerned about the risks of eating unmasked near others.


