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City Council adopts police 
reform rules

The project led by 
Campaign Zero calls for all 
U.S. cities to pass eight laws 
to prevent excessive use of 
force by police departments.

The campaign has 
gained significant traction 
since the choking death of 
George Floyd in Minne-
apolis and the shooting of 
Jacob Blake in Kenosha, 
Wisc.

According to 8cantwait.
org, over 270 cities have ad-
opted some or all of these 
laws since June.

The eight proposed laws 
require banning choke-
holds, de-escalation tactics, 
warnings before shooting 
and say a police report 
should be filed every time 

an officer uses or threat-
ens to use force. A 
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PAUSD delivers 
lunches during 
quarantine

Dist r ict  re le a se s cr it e r ia  f o r  reopen ing  school in  pe rson  

In order to provide 
support to families most 

affected by Santa Clara 
County’s shelter-in-
place order, Palo Alto 

Unified School District 
started delivering free 

meals to students during 
lunchtime starting 
Aug. 17.  Lunches can 
be picked up through 
drive-thru meal pickup 

at Greene, Gunn and JLS 
and delivered directly to 

Buena Vista Mobile Home 
Park.

Nutrition Services Direc-
tor Alva Spence said breakfast 
and lunch will be offered to 
students 18 years or younger, 
most likely until the end of 
the first semester. 

“Under an extension 
of the current Emergen-
cy COVID-19 Seamless 
Summer Program Waiver, 
all school districts can offer 
breakfast and lunch to stu-
dents,” Spence said. “We cur-
rently cannot give out meals 
on weekends or holidays so 
the last day would be Dec. 
18 for free meals in PAUSD 
unless the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
extends this waiver again.”

Spence said there are a few 
key differences between the 

Ethnic studies bill 
awaiting approval

As more Americans 
begin to question commonly 
accepted cultures, systems and 
norms for their bias against 
marginalized groups, some of 
the country’s seemingly trivial 
practices — no matter their 
scope — have been turned on 
their heads; Paly’s classrooms 
will most likely not be exempt 
from such changes.

The California State Leg-
islature is currently await-
ing Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
signature on Assembly Bill 
311, a bill that would require 
all California students take a 
one-semester Ethnic Studies 
course before they gradu-
ate high school. If Newsom 
signs the bill, California high 
schools will have to offer the 
course by 2025, and the course 
will become a graduation 
requirement by 2029. 

Paly offers an Ethnic 
Studies course as a social 
science elective for juniors and 
seniors, and it focuses on the 
experiences of different racial, 
ethnic, social and economic 
groups in the context of US 
history. However, the imple-
mentation of AB 331 would

In order to help prevent the excessive use 
of force by police, the Palo Alto City 
Council unanimously voted on Aug. 24 

to adopt policies based on recommendations 
from the 8Can’tWait campaign. 

Depending on Santa Clara 
County’s classification under Cal-
ifornia’s new four-tier color-coded 
system for tracking COVID-19, 
in-person instruction could start 
as early as Monday, Oct. 12 for 
Palo Alto Unified School District 

students, with small groups having 
already begun returning to campus 
as of Sept. 8.

Guidelines put out by the Cali-
fornia Public Health Department in 
late August cleared schools to open 
campuses to a maximum of 25% 
of the school’s population, with a 
focus on students with disabilities 
and students struggling with online 

learning provided the school’s coun-
ty permits these guidelines.

Under these regulations, cohorts 
of 14 non-rotating students super-
vised by two adults can return to 
campus in “controlled, supervised 
and indoor environments.”

In response to these guidelines, 
the district created PAUSD+, a 
program already allowing students 

struggling with online learning and 
special education students to return 
to campus daily.

Students struggling with online 
learning started returning to campus 
as of Sept. 8, and students with dis-
abilities began returning to school as

study by the campaign says 
that these laws could reduce 
police violence by up to 72%.

Palo Alto Police Depart-
ment  is already compliant 
with three of the policies: 
requiring a warning before 
shooting, duty to intervene 
and report in cases of officer 
misconduct and requiring 
comprehensive reporting 
anytime an officer uses force 
or threatens to use force, 
according to a report by the 
Human Relations Commis-
ion. The remaining five were 
adopted during the Aug. 24 
City Council meeting. Rev. 
Kaloma Smith, a proponent 
of the 8Can’tWait campaign, 
says these reforms are neces-
sary to end police brutality.

“8Can'tWait is not the 
ceiling of what chang-
es should be. It is just the 
beginning,” Smith said. “It is 
absolutely clear that we live 
in a time where we need to 
reimagine policing.”

Mayor Adrian Fine 
agrees, and said Palo 

Alto needs even 
greater measures to 
mitigate excessive 
police use of 
force.

“In society 
nowadays, 
we’re asking 
police to do 
anything 

and every-
thing,” Fine 
said. “There’s a 
future where 
we have more 
community 
service work-

ers, like 
mental 
health 
profes-
sionals 

and social 
workers (in 

lieu of police).”

At the Aug. 24 City 
Council meeting, Assistant 
Police Chief Andrew Binder 
said while PAPD supports 
some of these reforms, they 
do need the authority to use 
force.

“Officers don't always have 
the luxury to predict how 
we're going to take someone 
into custody,” Binder said. 
“So, officers must have the 
ability, allowable by law, to 
use reasonable force to adapt 
to the dynamics of a force 
encounter.”

Human Relations Com-
mision Vice Chair Valerie 
Stinger agreed with Binder 
that police need freedom to 
act in certain situations.

“There are some instanc-
es of police excessive use of 
force in Palo Alto,” Stinger 
said. “But there’s also a lot of 
good work that’s done. So our 
objective was to balance the 
need for more reform with 
giving the police department 
the tools they need to do their 
job.”

While the 8Can’tWait 
movement has largely been a 
nationwide one, PAPD has 
had previous problems with 
excessive use of force. 

In July 2019, Officer 
Thomas Destefano Jr. broke 
a bone in Palo Alto resident 
Julio Arevalo’s face in a late-
night encounter. Destefano 
said Arevalo was involved in a 
drug transaction, but neither 
video footage nor physical 
evidence has confirmed this, 
according to a report from 
NBC Bay Area.

In a separate Feb. 2018 
incident, PAPD Sgt. Wayne 
Benitez and other officers 
visited Gustavo Alvarez’s 
home at Buena Vista Mobile 
Park on suspicions of driv-
ing without a license. After 
Alvarez initially refused to 
come out, Benitez slammed 

Gustavo Alvarez against 
his car windshield, knock-
ing several of his teeth out. 
Alvarez’s security camera 
captured the incident, as 
well as homophobic re-
marks made by Benitez.

“He’s gay,” Benitez 
said in the footage before 
whimpering something, 
mocking Alvarez for his 
high voice. The other offi-
cers laughed. 

Benitez retired in the 
aftermath of the incident 
and currently receives a 
$118 thousand dollars-per-
year pension. According to 
Mercury News, it is almost 
impossible for officers to 

lose their pensions for mis-
conduct.

Stinger, like Mayor Fine 
and Rev. Smith, agreed that 
these changes along with 
further reforms are necessary 
to ensure the community’s 
safety.

“In light of all the unrest 
subsequent to recent events, 
we felt that we needed to 
do something now,” Stinger 
said. “But it’s undeniable that 
there’s more work to be done.”

The PAPD did not 
respond to a request to be 
interviewed for this story.
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Learn about PAUSD's online 
learning system in both the 
spring and fall semesters, 
as well the process through 
which the district outlined 
improvements and the 
conditions for a potential 
reopening in the 2020-2021 
school year.
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