
Editor’s Note: Given the sensitive nature of the topic, names have 
been changed to protect UPA students’ identities.

Excelling students plus dedicated teachers equal a good school, 
but what happens when drugs are added to the equation? Admin-
istrators have seen an increase in substance use on campus and 
have looked into ways to combat it at UPA.

'LUHFWRU�RI�6WXGHQW�6HUYLFHV�Andrew Yau informed the Santa 
&ODUD�&RXQW\�%RDUG�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�RQ�1RY�����������DERXW�WKH�%ULHI�
,QWHUYHQWLRQ��%,��SURJUDP�FRXUVH��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�LPSOHPHQWHG�
WKLV�\HDU�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�DW�83$�

³7KH�JRDO�RI�>WKH�%,�SURJUDP@�LV�QRW�WR�VWRS�VWXGHQWV�IURP�XVLQJ�
GUXJV��EXW�WR�OHW�WKHP�UHÀHFW�RQ�ZKDW�PDNHV�WKHP�WDNH�GUXJV��KRZ�
they behave when using drugs and make their own decisions,” 
Yau said. “Hopefully by the end of the program, they consider 
HLWKHU�UHGXFLQJ�RU�VWRSSLQJ�WKHLU�XVDJH��:H�FDQ¶W�GHFLGH�IRU�WKHP��
LW¶V�XS�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�́

7KH�%,�SURJUDP�IRFXVHV�RQ�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�FDXJKW�
using drugs on school property, and its goal is to inform students 
who have recently taken harmful substances about the conse-
quences they have on their bodies and behavior. 

7KH�SURJUDP�FRQVLVWV�RI�FRXQVHOLQJ�IURP�¿YH�WR����PLQXWHV��
GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�FDVH��7KH�%,�SURJUDP�DOVR�KHOSV�
students get in contact with therapists or special alcohol and drug 
treatment agencies. The program was put into place this year be-
cause of the overall increase in drug use on campus.

,Q�WKH�IDOO�RI�������SRVWHUV�ZDUQLQJ�RI�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�YD-
ping and using drugs were put up in every UPA bathroom as a 
precautionary measure. Additionally, Facilities Manager at the 
&DWKHGUDO�RI�)DLWK�Lynn Lazo said campus supervisors and secu-
rity monitor halls and restrooms regularly.

“We have seen an increase in students using controlled sub-
stances on campus,” Yau said. “Either more people are using it, 
RU�ZH�GLG�QRW�QRWLFH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�EHIRUH��,�VXVSHFW�LW�LV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
of both.” 

This was the situation of a seventh grader who handed out mar-
LMXDQD�HGLEOHV�WR�VWXGHQWV�LQ�-DQXDU\�

³,W�VWDUWHG�DIWHU�>:LQWHU@�EUHDN�́ �IUHVKPDQ�Jane Doe, who was 
R൵HUHG�GUXJV�E\�D�VWXGHQW�RQ�FDPSXV��VDLG�³>7KH�VHYHQWK�JUDGHU@�
started bragging to our friends about doing drugs. Then one time, 
he brought a cereal-looking thing that had a sour, weird smell. He 
JDYH� >WKH�HGLEOH@� WR�D�EXQFK�RI�RXU� IULHQGV�DQG�ZH�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�
ZKDW�LW�ZDV��/XFNLO\�,�GLGQ¶W�WDNH�LW�IURP�KLP�EHFDXVH�,�VPHOOHG�LW�
and it smelled bad.”

'HVSLWH�UHPRYLQJ�KHUVHOI�IURP�KDUP¶V�ZD\��'RH�GLG�QRW�UHSRUW�
the seventh grader to school supervisors. 

³,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�P\�IULHQGV�PDG�RU�JHW�LQ�WURXEOH��VR�,�
GLGQ¶W�VD\�DQ\WKLQJ�́ �'RH�VDLG�

7KH�1DWLRQDO�5HKDE�'LUHFWRU\�HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�DERXW����SHUFHQW�
of drug use on high school campuses go unreported. Executive 
'LUHFWRU�David Porter believes that reporting drug usage is a di-
lemma for many students at UPA.

“[Students who do not participate in drug use] are forced to 
make a decision to either do nothing and say nothing, knowingly 
continuing the breakdown of our community, or damage their re-

lationship with their peers,” wPorter said.
Expulsion, as in the case of the seventh grade student, can oc-

cur when a student “knowingly possesses or uses illegal drugs, or 
sells or solicits the sale of a controlled substance, while at school, 
on school premises, or at a school function,” as outlined on page 
���RI�83$¶V�&RPSUHKHQVLYH�6FKRRO�+HDOWK�DQG�6DIHW\�3ODQ�����±
2020.

,Q�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�D�VWXGHQW¶V�FDVH��WKH�H[HFXWLYH�
GLUHFWRU�RU�GHVLJQHH�¿UVW�GHWHUPLQHV�LI�D�VWXGHQW�KDV�FRPPLWWHG�
DQ�H[SHOODEOH�R൵HQVH��:LWKLQ����GD\V�RI�WKLV�MXGJHPHQW��WKH�VWX-
dent then has a hearing in front of the administrative panel to 
GHWHUPLQH�ZKHWKHU�WKH�VWXGHQW�VKRXOG�EH�H[SHOOHG��83$¶V�%RDUG�RI�
7UXVWHHV�KDV�WKH�¿QDO�YRWH�RQ�ZKHWKHU�D�VWXGHQW�LV�H[SHOOHG�

Other disciplinary action can be taken besides expulsion, such 
as suspension and mandatory counseling or even involving the 
6DQ�-RVH�3ROLFH�'HSDUWPHQW�

'RH�HVWLPDWHV�EHWZHHQ�WKUHH� WR�¿YH�VWXGHQWV��DSDUW� IURP�WKH�
expelled student, had in-school suspension or other disciplinary 
DFWLRQ�IRU�QRW�LQIRUPLQJ�VXSHUYLVRUV�RI�WKH�-DQXDU\�VLWXDWLRQ�HDUOL-
er. Yau declined to comment on the disciplinary actions that were 
taken, citing privacy concerns.

Porter said administration is not allowed to report out direct 
student discipline or make their responses public. 

³,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�WKDW�D�VWXGHQW�ZDV�H[SHOOHG�>IURP�WKH�-DQXDU\�
incident] and other students were responded to in accordance with 
our board-approved discipline matrix,” Porter said. 

$QRWKHU�VXEVWDQFH�DEXVH�VLWXDWLRQ�DURVH�MXVW�EHIRUH�)HEUXDU\�
Break, where one sophomore and three freshmen were caught 
ZLWK�PDULMXDQD�RQ�FDPSXV��

³,W�ZDV�ZHHG��EXW�LQ�D�SHQ��%XW�>WHDFKHUV�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV@�
FRXOGQ¶W�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�LW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRXOGQ¶W�¿QG�WKH�SHQ�
to prove it,” Sally Brown, a friend of two of the freshmen, said. 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�<DX��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWD൵�QHHG�WR�KDYH�SUREDEOH�FDXVH�
LQ�RUGHU�WR�VHDUFK�D�VWXGHQW¶V�EHORQJLQJV�DQG�QHHG�WR�¿QG�HYLGHQFH�
of a controlled substance, which includes paraphernalia, in order 
for a student to get in trouble.

Porter is saddened by the increase in drug use on campus. 
“The negativity [of substance abuse on campus] has ripples 

that cause harm to the fabric of our community,” Porter said.
,Q�$SULO�������WKHQ�VRSKRPRUH�John Smith walked in on stu-

GHQWV�YDSLQJ�LQ�WKH�/HDUQLQJ�&HQWHU�UHVWURRP��
³,� MXVW�ZDONHG� LQ� DQG� WKHUH�ZHUH�� OLNH�� WKUHH� JX\V� YDSLQJ� RU�

VRPHWKLQJ�́ �6PLWK�VDLG��³,�GLGQ¶W�UHDOL]H�LW�DW�¿UVW��EXW�ZKHQ�,�GLG��
,�ZDONHG�RXW��:HOO��,�SUHWW\�PXFK�UDQ�́

Smith said supervisors, when investigating the incident, caught 
him on camera outside the restroom and then pulled him out of 
class.

³,�ZDV�UHDOO\�VFDUHG�EHFDXVH�,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�JHW�LQ�WURXEOH�DQG�
P\�JUDGHV�ZRXOG�JR�GRZQ�́ �6PLWK�VDLG��³,�NLQG�RI�ZLVK�,�GLGQ¶W�
ZDON�LQ�RQ�WKHP��VR�,�ZRXOG¶YH�QRW�KDG�WKDW�VWUHVV�́

Smith, who did not want to involve himself with the situation, 
GLG�QRW�DVN�DERXW�WKH�VWXGHQWV¶�FRQVHTXHQFHV�

³,�GLGQ¶W�ZDQW� WR�DVN�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG� WR� WKRVH�SHRSOH�́ �6PLWK�
VDLG��³,�ZDQWHG�WR�VWD\�DV�IDU�DZD\�DV�SRVVLEOH�́

'It had  a sour, weird smell'
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