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Students from the Principal Advisory 
Committee  talk about their experiences 
and goals.

The spooky virtual 
costume contest is a 
school-wide competition 
to find the best costumes.
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“I feel that we are getting a 
pretty good sense of where 
we all stand. In the PAC, all 
of our members come from 
a variety of backgrounds, and 
I think that really helps us to 
gather opinions and to be able 
to bring out ideas that others in 
Paly may also share. In addition 
to that, we try our best to think 
outside of the box and try to 
recognize the opinions that are 
usually marginalized. 

SOPHIA LEE (‘24)
1. Lindsay Aldous (‘21)
2. Victoria Knepp (‘22)
3. Johannah Seah (‘23)
4. Agata Batory (‘24)
5. Ms. Brimhall

Distance learning has been a challenge to all teachers, especially those who 
teach classes that revolve around working together. This is the case for the 
Band director, Jeffrey Willner. 

He has described his department under this circumstance as, “active, won-
derful, disappointing, enlightening, fun, boring, productive, fast and slow all at 
the same time.” 

He has experienced many issues from attempting to rehearse over the 
internet, despite these challenges, he was able to figure out a 
temporary solution for this. The cliche that there is learning from 
facing problems is true here, Willner said that he has learned new 
techniques through this process that will be a part of what we do 
for years to come. 

An elective like band, choir or orchestra are electives that had 
seemed almost impossible to do virtually. Through trial and error 
and experimentation, Willner along with other music teachers have 
found a way of learning that works for them and their students.

but make it...
BAND, CHOIR     ORCHESTRA...
The spooky virtual costume contest is a school-wide competition 
to find the best costumes.

With the college apps. deadlines around the corner, seniors are working 
hard to finish their essays and submit their applications.
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“I think there could always be 

more room for improvement. I 
think it would be a good idea 
to have a form for the whole 
student body to provide their 
opinions on what PAC should 
talk about. Exposure and 
marketing skills are key during 
a time like this. People are 
constantly on social media, so 
some things I try to do when I 
want to hear what people have 
to say ask through social media. 
Instagram has a question 
sticker feature where people 
can type what they want and 
it’d be sent to you. I use that 
feature constantly when asking 
people for their opinion on 
things. 

MICAIAH ACOSTA (‘22)

THEY’RE APPLYING
dont forget...

COLLEGESto

I would say the main difference this year is that there are no in-person campus visits, 
which makes picking schools more difficult. I’ve probably procrastinated more than I 
should have, but I’m in the process of writing my essays and I’m having my friend read 
over them. I plan to write a lot of essays over winter break. My main piece of advice 
would be to start early because writing these essays is a long process.

EVAN HUANG

“
Compared to previous years there’s not as much general college discussion among seniors, which I 
think makes it less pressuring because you’re not comparing yourself to others. However, I think it’s 
more stressful and lonely because you can’t see your friends as much for emotional support, and you 
don’t really get to be nervous together. In order to prepare, I usually set blocks of time for myself to 
work on applications to keep myself accountable and I talk about my progress and other college-related 
news with my family. I don’t have a specific strategy but I try to take 
advantage of weekends and breaks.”

NAOMI BONEH 

“
I feel colleges are a lot more understanding in potential delays or if 
people aren’t able to take standardized tests. This might just be unique 
to this year but to me, this feels like the next step towards making 
college admissions more equitable. I didn’t want to stress over apps 
so I compiled all of my written supplements and essay prompts and 
knocked them out in one weekend. I think I finished all my apps 
October 26th?

CODY HMELAR

“

&
VIRTUAL

Following the notes of Back Alley Suffle by 
Doug Beach, sophomore Niko Shieh concentrates on 
practicing the trumpet in preparation for the concert. 

Through the window, sophomore Celeste Maino 
sits as her desk playing the flute in band class. 

Sporting his cross country shirt, senior Noah 
Holbrook records a practice run of his concert 
submission. With only a few days to the concert, 
students quickly submit their videos so they can be 
put together for the virtual YouTube concert.

our turn to Photos courtesy of ASB

The job of the Principal Advisory 
Committee is to give the Principal 
and those who can make a 

difference in our school to have a wider 
perspective of what the school wants, and 
how they can help to improve our current 
school life. It is made up of four students 
from each grade that have applied to join 
and help to improve their community in any 
way they can. 

Some of their current goals are trying 
to find a way to increase student input. A 
lot of students have experienced times when 
they were ‘out of the loop’ when it came to 
different school policies or objectives. The 
PAC is a great place to start for admins to 
get student ideas.

For Athya Paramesh (‘24), finding 
a way to create a more environmentally 
friendly school is key, “Students and staff 
at Paly can limit our carbon footprint and 
negative environmental impact, and raise 
awareness and take action against pollution, 
deforestation, climate change, and other 
issues.” With school being virtual, this is 
difficult to do on a whole school scale.

In terms of working through distance 
learning, the PAC has faced some struggles. 
Getting opinions from other students wasn’t 
easy even in an in-person classroom, but 
interactions on Zoom limit the possibilities 
even more. Together, they are working 
towards improving the current environment 
for students, staff and families.
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