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4:41 – SPEEDING THROUGH 
Woldemichael takes a seat near the entrance 

door of the light rail car, listening to music on 
his phone while he waits for his stop. Wolde-
PLFKDHO�UHPLQLVFHV�DERXW�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�KH�WUDY-
HOHG�RQ� WKH�97$�DORQH��³,� UHPHPEHU�,�VDW�RQ�
WKH�KDQGLFDSSHG�VSRW��,�ORRNHG�DW�LW��,�ZDV�OLNH��
µ2K��V����,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�¶�6R�,�MXVW�VDW�
WKHUH�IRU�D�ZKLOH�XQWLO�,�JRW�WR�P\�VWRS�´�)RU�WKH�
PDMRULW\�RI�KLV� ULGHV��:ROGHPLFKDHO�GRHV�QRW�
engage with others unless someone convers-
HV� ZLWK� KLP� ¿UVW�� DQG� IHHOLQJ� XQFRPIRUWDEOH�
on public transport is not a new phenomenon 
to him. “This one guy was drunk,” Woldemi-
FKDHO�VDLG��³+H�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�WDON�WR�PH��,�ZDV�
talking to him, and he gave me his business 
FDUG��,�VDLG��µ2.��WKDQN�\RX¶�DQG�,�MXVW�WKUHZ�
it and left.”
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THE BEGINNING
97$��9DOOH\�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�$XWKRULW\��LV�D�EXV�DQG�OLJKW�UDLO�VHUYLFH�SURYLGHU�WKDW�LV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WKH�SXEOLF�WR�TXLFNO\�WUDYHO�WR�WKHLU�

destinations. Some of these travelers include students who live far from their school and require accessible transport to get to campus. 
Sophomore Tinsae Woldemichael�KDV�FRPPXWHG�KRPH�YLD�97$�VLQFH�KLV�IUHVKPDQ�\HDU�EHFDXVH�KLV�PRWKHU�GLG�QRW�KDYH�D�OLFHQVH�WR�
drive him. After taking public transport several times, he has concluded that he prefers taking it whenever he hangs out with his friends 
DIWHU�VFKRRO��³,�FDQ�MXVW�JHW�KRPH�ZKHQHYHU�,�ZDQW�WR�´�:ROGHQPLFKDHO�VDLG��³,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�GHSHQG�RQ�VRPHRQH�WR�WDNH�PH�KRPH�´�+LV�
GHSDUWXUH�WLPH�YDULHV�RQ�KLV�PRRG�DQG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�KLV�IULHQGV�KDYH�OHIW�FDPSXV�

A short guide to a student’s long VTA journey

4:32 – FIRST STEPS
An hour passes after the end of seventh period. Wol-

demichael pulls out his phone and accesses the Transit 
app to search for light rail times. Then he parts from his 
VFKRRO� IULHQGV� DQG� EHJLQV� WKH� ¿YH�PLQXWH� ZDON� WR� WKH�
&XUWQHU�OLJKW�UDLO�VWDWLRQ�DFURVV�WKH�VWUHHW�IURP�83$��³,�JR�
with [a friend] to the station but we go opposite ways,” 
Woldemichael said. Once Woldemichael reaches the 
VWDWLRQ��KH�SXOOV�RXW�D�&OLSSHU�FDUG�DQG�TXLFNO\�VFDQV�LW�
DFURVV�WKH�VWDWLRQ¶V�FDUG�UHDGHU�DV�SD\PHQW�IRU�KLV�ULGH��³,�
put money in it every couple of months,” Woldemichael 
VDLG��³:KHQ�,�XVH�FDVK��,�GRQ¶W�FDUU\�DQ�H[DFW�DPRXQW�´

Park and Ride Lot: Bicycles can 
be brought onboard light rail.



4:43 – A CHANGE OF PACE
:ROGHPLFKDHO¶V�KDQG�UHDFKHV�IRU�WKH�UHTXHVW�EXWWRQ�EH-

hind his head to signal to the light rail operator to stop at the 
next location. By 4:43 p.m. the light rail cars come to a halt 
and Woldemichael steps out onto the station platform. He 
MD\ZDONV� WR�D�EXV�VWRS�DFURVV� WKH�VWUHHW�� ORFDWHG�����PLOHV�
away from school. Then, Woldemichael patiently waits for 
WKH�EXV�WR�DUULYH�ZLWKLQ����WR����PLQXWHV��2QFH��WKH�EXV�KDG�
left before he could get on, forcing Wolemichael to wait for 
WKH�QH[W�EXV��³,�WRRN�WKH�ZURQJ�>VWRS@�RQFH�´�:ROGHPLFKDHO�
VDLG��³,�JRW�KRPH�DW���´

4:59 – LAST STOP TO HOME
Once the bus arrives, Woldemichael steps 

onto the vehicle and leans back on a railing. 
³,�MXVW�GRQ¶W�OLNH�VLWWLQJ�´�:ROGHPLFKDHO�VDLG��
³6RPHWLPHV� LW¶V� IXOO�DQG�,� IHHO� OLNH� LW¶V�HDVLHU�
to stand.” Throughout the next stops, Woldem-
ichael peers at the passing streets while hold-
ing onto the railing for support. Eventually, the 
EXV�DUULYHV�DW�:ROGHPLFKDHO¶V�¿QDO�VWRS�DQG�KH�
exits, taking a two-minute walk to his house. 
For students wanting a change of transporta-
WLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�WLSV�WR�NHHS�LQ�PLQG��³,I�
LW¶V�\RXU�¿UVW� WLPH�WDNLQJ�>97$@��,�JXHVV�\RX�
should go with someone who knows how to 
use it because you can get lost,” Woldemichael 
said. “Also, you should pay attention to what 
WKH�>/('�GLVSOD\@�VD\V�EHFDXVH�\RX�PLJKW�MXVW�
JHW�R൵�DW�WKH�ZURQJ�VWRS�´
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