
Learning about one of the greatest minds at UPA 
>������������-��
³/HW¶V�SOD\�P\�IDYRULWH�JDPH��:KDW�GR�\RX�NQRZ"´
“You are working with the best minds at UPA.” 
³<RX�DUH�VPDUWHU�WKDQ�D�7,�´�
7KHVH�SKUDVHV�¿OO�WKH�HDUV�RI�VWXGHQWV�LQ�8&/$��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�

HQWLUHW\�RI�WKH�)DPLO\�/LIH�&HQWHU��7KH�YRLFH�WKDW�¿OOV�WKHVH�KDOOV�
is math teacher Anne Wustrow¶V�

Since 2000, Wustrow has enlightened students at three schools: 
Pioneer High School in Ann Arbor, Mich., Guilford High School 
LQ�*XLOIRUG��&RQQ���DQG�83$�LQ�6DQ�-RVH��&DOLI��

)URP�FRDVW�WR�FRDVW�:XVWURZ�KDV�WDXJKW�WR�LQÀXHQFH�KHU�VWX-
GHQWV¶�OLYHV�

³,�ZDQWHG� WR�EH�D� WHDFKHU� WKDW� LPSDFWHG�VWXGHQWV�´�:XVWURZ�
VDLG��³,�ZDQWHG�WR�KDYH�VRPHERG\�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�P\�FDUHHU��ZKR�
ZRXOG� VD\�� µ<HDK�� \RX� PHDQW� VRPHWKLQJ�¶� DQG� ,�
WKLQN�,�IRXQG�WKDW�PRUH�KHUH�DW�83$�WKDQ�LQ�WKH�
ELJ�VFKRROV��,W¶V�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�EH�D�ELJ�¿VK�
LQ�D�OLWWOH�SRQG�WKDQ�D�VPDOO�¿VK�LQ�D�ELJ�
pond.” 

Wustrow revealed that her drive for 
WHDFKLQJ�>,QWHJUDWHG�0DWK����,QWHJUDWHG�
0DWK����,QWHJUDWHG�0DWK���²D�FRXUVH�
FUHDWHG�E\�:XVWURZ�KHUVHOI²DQG�$3�
&DOFXOXV�$%@� IRU� ��� \HDUV� DW� 83$��
comes from the student body itself. 

³,� KDYH� UHDOO\� HQMR\HG� ZRUNLQJ��
DQG�HDFK�\HDU�,� WKLQN��µ2K��WKH�FODVV-
HV�FDQ¶W�JHW�DQ\�EHWWHU�¶�DQG�HDFK�\HDU�
WKH\¶UH� MXVW�DV�JRRG�RU�EHWWHU� WKDQ� WKH�
ODVW�\HDU¶V�FODVV�´�:XVWURZ�VDLG�

:XVWURZ¶V� PRWLYDWLRQ� IRU� WHDFKLQJ�
high schoolers derives from her upbring-
ing. Because she grew up with three siblings 
who almost never agreed with each other, she 
found a way to argue with reasoning and logic.

³,�GRQ¶W�WKLQN�,�FRXOG�HYHU�WHDFK�HOHPHQWDU\�EHFDXVH�WKH�NLGV�
DUH�OLNH��µ<HV��0UV��:XVWURZ��<HV��0UV��:XVWURZ�¶´�VKH�VDLG��³,�
like students who talk back.”

:XVWURZ�KDV�EHHQ�FR�OHDG�RI�WKH�0DWK�'HSDUWPHQW�DORQJVLGH�
math teacher Jaz Dhillon for eight years. Along with aiding her 
students in academic success, she is looked up to by the faculty 
DQG�VWD൵�

“She is somebody who is going to look at things and really 
VD\��µ:DLW��LV�WKLV�WKH�EHVW�IRU�WKH�VFKRRO"�,V�WKLV�WKH�EHVW�IRU�WKH�
VWD൵"¶´�'KLOORQ�VDLG��³$QG�LI�VKH�GRHVQ¶W�TXLWH�WKLQN�LW�LV��VKH¶OO�
speak up, whether it be to a student, teachers, the director, or a 
founder of the school.”

$IWHU�\HDUV�RI�ZRUNLQJ�DORQJVLGH�:XVWURZ��'KLOORQ�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�ORRN�SDVW�KLV�¿UVW� LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�KHU�DV�D�VWHUQ�LQVWUXFWRU�DQG�
now understands her sense of humor.

“All of that toughness on the outside was really because she 
FDUHV�DERXW�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�´�'KLOORQ�VDLG��³6KH�UHDOO\�FDUHV�DERXW�
No.1, the students and doing the most she can to help them, and 
1R�����VKH�FDUHV�DERXW�WKLQJV�EHLQJ�GRQH�ZHOO��6R�,�WKLQN�WKDW¶V�
ZK\�VKH�SURMHFWV�WKDW�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH��VKH�ZDQWV�WR�OHW�HYHU\RQH�
NQRZ��µ+H\��,¶P�KHUH�WR�ZRUN�DQG�KHOS�SHRSOH�DV�EHVW�,�FDQ�¶´

� 7R�HQWHU�$3�&DOFXOXV�$%��D�VWXGHQW�LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�KDYH�D�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��'KLOORQ�JDYH�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�IRU�MXQLRU�Nur 
Ambaw,�ZKR� LV� FXUUHQWO\� WDNLQJ�$3�&DOFXOXV�$%��+H� UHPHP-

bered a moment with Wustrow that resonated with 
him. 

³:KHQ�0U��'KLOORQ�UHFRPPHQG-
ed me to the class, he said all 

these great things about me,” 
$PEDZ� VDLG�� ³$QG� ZKHQ� ,�
GLG�EDG�RQ�P\�¿UVW�WHVW��VKH�
took me outside the class 
DQG� WROG� PH�� µ0U�� 'KLOORQ�
told me you were a great 
student and doing all this 
JUHDW�VWX൵�¶�DQG�,�ZDV�OLNH��
µ<DK�¶� DQG� VKH� VDLG�� µ%XW�
,¶P� MXVW� QRW� VHHLQJ� WKDW�
ULJKW� QRZ�¶�$QG� VLQFH� WKHQ�
,¶YH� EHHQ� PRWLYDWHG� WR� WU\�
KDUGHU��6KH¶V�EOXQW�EXW�LQ�D�

way where you need to know 
WKDW�DQG�VKH¶V�QRW�DIUDLG�WR�QRW�

sugarcoat anything and tell me 
ZKDW�,�QHHG�WR�KHDU�´

Along with this instance, Ambaw re-
FDOOHG�KLV�¿UVW�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�:XVWURZ�ZKLOH�VKH�ZDV�D�

substitute for his Precalculus class last year. 
� ³,�KDG�P\�KHDGSKRQHV�LQ�DQG�,�ZDV�GRLQJ�ZRUN�DQG�VKH�

ZDONV�RYHU�WR�PH�DQG�JRHV��µ7DNH�R൵�\RXU�KHDGSKRQHV�¶´�$PEDZ�
VDLG��³6R�,�GLGQ¶W�UHDOO\�OLNH�KHU�DW�¿UVW��6KH�FDPH�R൵�DV�VWXEERUQ�
DQG�,�WKRXJKW�VKH�ZDV�D�PHDQ�WHDFKHU�´�

+RZHYHU��¿UVW�LPSUHVVLRQV�DUH�QRW�HYHU\WKLQJ��2YHU�WLPH��$P-
EDZ�EHJDQ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�:XVWURZ¶V�SDVVLRQ�IRU�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ��

 “She is one of my favorite teachers now,” Ambaw said. 
³6KH�PDNHV�PH�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH��6KH¶V�WKH�RQO\�WHDFKHU�ZKR�
VHHV�KRZ�,�VWUXJJOH�EHFDXVH�&DOFXOXV�LV�WKH�RQO\�FODVV�ZKHUH�,¶P�
OLNH� µ%UR�� ,�GRQ¶W�JHW� WKLV�¶�EXW� VKH�KHOSV�PH�KXUGOH�RYHU� WKRVH�
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obstacles.” 
Senior Dana Feng, who had 

:XVWURZ� IRU� ,QWHJUDWHG� 0DWK� ���
DQG� $3� &DOFXOXV� $%�� PHQWLRQHG�
Wustrow provides inspiration for 
others from her sincere passion for 
teaching. 

³:KHQ�VKH¶V� WHDFKLQJ��\RX�FDQ�
actually see the passion she has,” 
Feng said. “She has really shown 
me that you have to love what you 
GR�HYHU\�GD\�DQG�\RX�KDYH�WR�¿QG�
D�VXEMHFW�WKDW�JHWV�\RX�H[FLWHG��QR�
PDWWHU� KRZ� GL൶FXOW� RU� HDV\� WKH�
VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�LV�´�

Wustrow is not only a passion-
ate teacher, but she helps steer stu-
dents towards their best capabili-
ties.

³6KH� WDXJKW� PH� WKDW� LW¶V� XS� WR�
me to work hard,” senior Justina 
Vystavilova, who had Wustrow for 
,0���DQG� LV� FXUUHQWO\� WDNLQJ�3UH-
FDOFXOXV�� VDLG�� ³6KH¶OO� WHDFK� \RX�
KRZ�WR�GR� LW��EXW� LW¶V�XS� WR�\RX� WR�
actually put in the work, do your 
best and better your ability as a stu-
dent.” 

To relate to her students and 
pro vide a sense of comfort 
while entering the rigors of the 
UPA math system, she described 
her struggles in math as a high-
schooler. 

“She told us that when she was 
WDNLQJ� &DOFXOXV� LQ� KLJK� VFKRRO��
VKH�JRW�D�&� LQ� WKH�FODVV�´�$PEDZ�
VDLG��³,�UHDOL]HG�,�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�EH�
the best in my class because Mrs. 
Wustrow, the math God, when she 
ZDV�P\�DJH��VKH�ZDVQ¶W�GRLQJ�WRR�
hot either.”

Math God? She received this ti-
tle because of her deep understand-
ing and knowledge of math and her 
dependability to answer any type 
of question thrown her way. 

³6KH¶V�KHDUG�HYHU\�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�
we have asked from her previous 
years of working,” Ambaw said. 
“No one has asked a question that 
VKH�GRHVQ¶W�NQRZ��DQ\�TXHVWLRQ�\RX�
might have, she has the answer to.” 

She gained her knowledge 
through 20 years of experience 
WHDFKLQJ�� EXW� DW� ¿UVW�� VKH� GLG� QRW�
want her students to ask questions 
or expand on the curriculum. Now, 
she feels excited and wants stu-

dents to dive deeper into the mate-
rial.

³,I�D�VWXGHQW�DVNV�D�TXHVWLRQ��,¶P�
ULJKW�WKHUH�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQW�DQG�,�FDQ�
JR�R൵�RQ�D�WDQJHQW�´�:XVWURZ�VDLG��
³6R�� ,� KDYH� EHFRPH�PRUH� FRPIRUW-
able with questions over time.” 

2QH� RI� KHU� LQÀXHQFHV� IRU� KHU�
teaching style derived from Wus-
WURZ¶V�JRRG�IULHQG��0LFKHOH�0DFNH��
Macke showed Wustrow how to pull 
in what the students know already 
and apply it to new problems and 
concepts. 

The infamous phrase, “You are 
working with the best minds at 
UPA,” comes from her understand-
LQJ� WKDW� VWXGHQWV¶� FRPELQHG� NQRZO-
edge can lead to a greater under-
standing of the topic. 

%\�MXVW�VKRZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�D�PDWK�
problem and letting them solve it 
themselves, she noticed that students 
are much more capable of solving 
problems than they think they are. 

³-XVW� DVN� WKH� TXHVWLRQ� DQG� ZDON�
away,” Wustrow said. 

:LWK�KHU�KLS�VXUJHU\�RQ�-DQ������
many longed for her presence in the 
UPA community through February 
and the beginning of March.

³,� NQHZ� WKDW� ,� ZRXOGQ¶W� EH� WKH�
same student without her there be-
cause she really motivates us and 
gets us wanting to learn,” Ambaw 
VDLG�� ³ZKHUHDV� D� VXE� MXVW� SDVVHV�
out worksheets and leaves us in the 
dark.” 

2Q�0DUFK����:XVWURZ�UHWXUQHG�WR�
UPA to continue the semester. Even 
after her surgery, she maintains the 
same energy as before and makes it 
seem like she never left. 

³:KHQ�,�OHDUQHG�VKH�ZDV�FRPLQJ�
EDFN�� ,� ZDV� UHDOO\� KDSS\� EHFDXVH�
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�WKH�VXE��LW�
MXVW�ZDVQ¶W� WKH� VDPH�´�*DUFLD��ZKR�
LV�WDNLQJ�,0����VDLG��� �
³,�ZDQWHG�KHU�WR�\HOO�DW�PH�DQG�VD\�
µ<RX¶UH� VPDUWHU� WKDQ� D� 7,¶� VR� WKDW�
things would be inscribed in my 
mind.” 

Her surgery also raised many 
questions as to if  Wustrow is plan-
QLQJ� WR� UHWLUH� DIWHU� WKH� ����������
school year.

³,I�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�UHWLUH�QH[W�\HDU��
WKLV�LV�QRW�WKH�YHQXH�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�EH�
announcing it,”  Wustrow said.

Anne Wustrow uses a Toblerone chocolate bar to 
visually introduce the topic of cross sections of 
solids in her calculus class.
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