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Hope for an in-person Homecoming dims further

Despite initially postponing this year’s Homecoming fes-
tivities, spirit commission currently has not set any o!cial 
Homecoming plans for next semester. According to senior 
Emily Choi, head spirit commissioner, in-person Home-
coming activities have been canceled until further notice.

At the beginning of the school year, ASB and the spirit 
commission "oated the idea of combining Homecoming 
celebrations with Spring Fling week or a potential January 
date if the school reached Phase 4 of the reopening plan. 
Given the recent surge of COVID-19 cases and Santa Clara 
County’s return to the purple tier on Nov. 16, the school may 
be less likely to move beyond its current status of Phase 2A.

#e Leadership class has discussed the option of live-
streaming quad day performances without an audience, 
but that would also require a progression in phases of the 
reopening plan. Because quad day practices are considered 
social gatherings, they would have to be supervised and reg-
ulated for health safety, which Choi said would be di!cult.

Other traditional Homecoming events are even more dif-
$cult to modify. 

“One of my favorite parts of Homecoming is the corona-
tion ceremony and football game,” Choi said. “But football 
season is in question, and separating the coronation cere-
mony from the football game kind of defeats the purpose.”

Still, Choi is optimistic that some aspects of a traditional 
Homecoming might be possible next semester. But until the 
school reopening plan is $nalized, Choi said that the spirit 
commission cannot plan large in-person activities. 

— Audrey Mah
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Fruit Fundraiser | Sophomore Anushka Sankaran hands a box of fruit to a customer at a fruit sale fund-
raiser for Speech and Debate on Nov. 4. !e club sold pears, apples and grapes among other fruits.

Private schools try hybrid model

Editor’s Note: !is story was 
written before the most recent 
coronavirus surge in the Bay Area 
and re"ects the situations at these 
schools as of mid-November. !e 
King’s Academy and Bellarmine 
College Preparatory have returned 
to a fully remote learning model as 
of late November.

#is fall, many local private 
schools have tested in-person 
teaching, a path Saratoga High 
has been tiptoeing toward with a 
pilot program that began on Nov. 
9. In Phase 2A and 2B,  a few small 
teacher-led groups have returned 
to school, and others were slated 
to return a%er #anksgiving. 

“For us as a school district, I 
think the issues that we’ll have 
are that we will have [teachers, 
students and their families] who 
will be concerned about coming 
back,” principal Greg Louie said. 
“Whether it’s us or any other pub-
lic or private high school district, 
[reopening is] very much depen-
dent upon the availability of teach-
ers, and the interest of the students 
and families.”

Private schools like #e King’s 
Academy and Bellarmine College 
Preparatory started the return 
process in late September and Oc-
tober, with students and sta& back 
on campus until the recent surge 
in cases in Santa Clara County 
forced them back online recently.

!e King’s Academy
#e King’s Academy, located 

in Sunnyvale, reopened on Oct. 
26 with an opt-in hybrid learning 
model. Sixty percent of the stu-
dent population of 935 chose to 
to return. #ose who wanted to 
participate in the blended model 
were split into two cohorts that 
alternate returning to the campus 
every week. 

#e King’s Academy uses We-
bex and PresenterTrack from 
Cisco to broadcast their classes. 
PresenterTrack consists of two 
cameras installed in a classroom, 
one in the front and one in the 
back, and teachers are free to 
switch between the two. #e one in 
the front of the classroom enables 
students at home to see their class-
mates who are at school, while the 
one in the back tracks the teacher.

#e school also has hall moni-
tors who remind students to 
maintain social distancing. King’s 
Academy sophomore Kiyo Peter-

son said she now rarely sees big 
groups on campus.

According to #e King’s Acade-
my high school principal Je& Wil-
liamson, pre-pandemic, the school 
averaged class sizes of 19 students. 
Now with hybrid learning, the in-
person class size averages seven 
students, with a maximum of 12.

King’s Academy sophomore 
Keila Barton believes that many 
students $nd it di!cult to stay 
locked-in during online classes. 

“I’m looking forward to learn-
ing in person because I have a re-
ally short attention span,” Barton 
said. “Being at school really makes 
me more accountable for this.”

A%er returning to campus on 
Nov. 2, Barton said she found in-
person school to be more engag-
ing, as there are fewer distractions 
and physically being on campus 
with a teacher motivates her.

Another bene$t of returning 
is the ease of social connections. 
Many students have had little so-
cial contact for the past half year.

“I resolutely believe returning 
to campus is extremely important 
for the learning, mental and emo-
tional health for all of us,” William-
son said. “As amazing as Zoom is 
from a technological standpoint, 
it can never fully replace the in-
person interaction.”

But parents have the $nal say 
in whether or not they will allow 
their children to return to in-per-
son schooling. Peterson says her 
parents are $ne with allowing her 
to return to campus and she found 
that her friends’ parents have 
similar feelings about their chil-
dren returning. Although they are 
concerned for their family’s safety, 
they trust the school to take the 
necessary precautions, she said.

Returning to campus may be 
bene$cial in increasing student 
performance and allowing stu-
dents to regain the social aspect,  
but the risk of COVID-19 remains. 
#ough many have returned to 
campus, some are still hesitant.

For those who have opted to re-
turn, they express excitement and 
satisfaction for $nally being able 

to reconnect with friends and sta&. 
As of Nov. 23, the school has now 
been back at school for four weeks, 
with no COVID-19 cases. 

“I’m really excited that we’re all 
going back, especially for being 
able to connect with friends and 
teachers,” Peterson said. 

Bellarmine College Preparatory
Although Bellarmine College 

Preparatory originally planned to 
have a cohort system like the two 
other schools, the plans were ad-
justed to lower the number of stu-
dents and ensure their safety. 

In the revised system, put into 
place on Sept. 23, teachers who 
are comfortable with returning to 
campus would teach classes that 
are o&ered in-person, so students 
can opt-in to attend one class per 
day. In order to better integrate 
both students attending class from 
home and those on campus, cam-
eras display both groups in Micro-
so% Teams. #ese cameras display 
those who are on campus and 
broadcast it to students attending 
class from home, and vise versa. 

Bellarmine junior Ryan Alap-
patt said he looked forward to re-
turning to in-person schooling.

“I know online classes have 
de$nitely put a damper on partici-
pation,” Alappatt said. “Something 
as simple as raising your hand or 
speaking in class is not as easy as it 
would be in in-person class.” 

 He tried in-person classes for 
two weeks, but has not returned 
due to transport being inconve-
nient. He estimates only 10 percent 
of Bellarmine students returned to 
in-person schooling so far.

Although he decided not to 
participate in-person, Alapatt still 
believes that the hybrid model Bel-
larmine uses works. He appreciat-
ed that teachers could fairly divide 
attention between students online 
and in-person, and that the school 
followed all safety precautions.

“I am glad current safety guide-
lines have permitted the option to 
come back to school, and I believe 
having that option to [return] is 
important,” Alapatt said. X
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Falcon Focus
Seniors Divya 
Sarkar and 
Amy Munson 
wait to be 
picked up a"er 
taking the 
SAT  on Oct. 
27. !e school 
also hosted 
the PSAT at 
school for 
juniors on 
Oct. 29.FALCON // SELINA CHEN
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-Close many non-essential 
businesses while building out 
testing, contact tracing, PPE, and 
hospital surge capacity. 

-Open lower risk workplaces,
some schools, and some indoor
non-essential business operations

-Open some indoor businesses,
higher risk environments, and
gatherings with modifications 

-Open most indoor businesses
and highest risk workplaces with
all indicators satisfied 
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“Something as simple 
as raising your hand or 
speaking in class is not 
as easy as it would be 
in in-person class.”
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