
  NEWS 1-6           OPINION 7-10            LIFESTYLES 11-13             ENTERTAINMENT 14-15             SCHOOL SCOPE 16-18            IN-DEPTH 19-20           SPORTS 21-23            BACKPAGE 24

saratogafalconTHE

Friday, March 19, 2021 Saratoga High School Saratoga, CA Vol. 61, No. 5

AN INDEPENDENT HIGH SCHOOL PUBLICATION

Football team  
returns to action 
after restrictions 
delay season.
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Japanese garden 
finds support 
in city and the 
community.

NEWS 6
Music building 
architect shares 
journey from 
refugee to CEO.

SCHOOL SCOPE 18

On Feb. 28, Santa Clara County 
educators became eligible to get 
the COVID-19 vaccination. With 
the district’s upcoming shift to 
Phase 3A, which would allow all 
students a partial return to cam-
pus, dozens of  teachers  have re-
ceived their first shot of the vac-
cination.

One of them was math teacher 
Kristen Hamilton, who got her jab 
at Levi Stadium.

“I was super excited because I 
can’t believe it’s almost been a year 
since we’ve been teaching from 
home, and it’s just time for us to 
figure it out,” Hamilton said. 

While there she saw PE teacher 
Yuko Aoki, math teacher PJ Jim 
and Spanish teacher Sarah Voor-
hees.

Since many teachers have not 
seen each other in person for al-
most a year, it was exciting to run 
into them at the vaccination cen-
ter, Hamilton said. She plans to get 
her second shot of the Pfizer vac-
cine on March 24.

The district’s plans to bring 
students back to campus will all 
be contingent on the Santa Clara 
County Public Health Depart-
ment’s guidelines, according to 
principal Greg Louie. 

The district and District-
Teacher Association (DTA) have 
planned to facilitate a return to 
campus if a majority of teachers 
have had the chance to be vacci-
nated and if the county is in the 
red tier. As a result, Phase 3B is 
starting after spring break, when 
teachers have had the opportunity 
to receive their vaccinations.

As of March 5, 97 percent of 
173 LGSUHSD staff (92 percent 
of all certificated LGSUHSD staff) 
plan to be vaccinated. Eighty- 
seven percent of certificated staff 
have received their first dose of the 

Boys and girls on the water polo 
teams are mourning the death of 
their coach Jerome Chung, who 
passed away unexpectedly at the 
age of 37 from an unknown cause 
on March 4. Chung is survived by 
his wife Marion. 

Chung was an experienced wa-
ter polo coach, guiding students 
for 11 years at Norcal Aquatics, 
Lynbrook High School, DACA 
Water Polo, the Stanford Water 
Polo Club and, most recently, 
Saratoga High School since 2016. 

In addition to coaching water 
polo, Chung worked as a special 

education aide in Fremont Unified 
School District’s Adult Education 
Program.

 As a coach, Chung was known 
for pushing athletes to perform 
at their best, winning multiple 
league championships and coach-
ing players who went on to play at 
D1 universities. Through his time 
at Saratoga High, as both the boys 
and girls’ water polo coach, he led 
the girls’ team to a second-place 
CCS finish in the 2018-2019 sea-
son, and the boys’ team to league 
co-championships in the 2019-
2020 season (they shared the title 
with Santa Clara).
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Educators 
eligible 
for shots

Players mourn death 
of water polo coach

Parents react to 3A 
and 3B hybrid plan
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On NextDoor, users can find 
posts followed by almost 500 com-
ments debating the reopening 
plans of Saratoga High School and 
Los Gatos High School. 

After one Feb. 19 post by junior 
Noora Fayad arguing that patience 
is key in these troubling times and 
that SHS should delay reopening, 
any respectful conversation soon 
gave way to a slap fest as parents 
battled back and forth, some in 
support of Fayad while others an-
grily rebutted her points.

One parent, who has a sopho-
more at SHS, said that it was time 
to embrace in-person education 
and move into hybrid education 
immediately. In another comment 
thread, a parent wrote that remote 
learning negatively impacts the 
mental health and social-emo-
tional well-being of the majority 
of students. She questioned, “Why 

should YOU [the author] have 
a choice to have your needs met 
but not the rest [of students]” and 
encouraged others to advocate for 
reopening schools as soon as pos-
sible.  

These conflicting reactions 
show the wide range of opinions 
parents have expressed on this 
app and in online board meetings 
in recent weeks as well as the de-
gree of anger the debate has cre-
ated. The current CDC guidelines 
on reopening schools suggest that 
many K-12 schools will be able to 
safely open for in-person instruc-
tion (before all teachers are vac-
cinated) provided that they fol-
low a number of strict mitigation 
strategies including universal use 
of masks, physical distancing and 
contact tracing.

 The district plans to begin 
Phase 3A, where schools open for 
one hour a week, on March 24. 

THE ROAD TO REOPENING

PHASE 3A: 
Students return for 
one class every 
Wednesday

March 24

PHASE 3B: Two 
days distanced 
and two days 
in-person weekly

  April 12

PHASE 4:  No 
cohorts, “normal” 
�ve-day schedule

  August?

THE PATH 
FORWARD

BY AtreyDesai
& NilayMishra

 PARENTS on pg. 3

Graphic by NITYA MARIMUTHU

Students and staff engage in extracurricular activities and ready 
themselves for a step toward in-person schooling in Phase 3B. 
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