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Dump truck 
catches fire 
in SHS back 
parking lot.  
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Schools 
worldwide 
face difficulties 
returning.

SCHOOL SCOPE 17
Colleges cut 
sports, leaving 
student athletes 
upset.

SPORTS 23

NONPROFIT ORG
US POSTAGE

PAID
HAYWARD CA
PERMIT #3335

20300 HERRIMAN AVE 
SARATOGA CA 95070

2020... and now 2021

SHS to remain in 
online learning 

After Santa Clara County and 
most of the state shifted back into the 
purple tier of a color-coded tracking 
system in mid-November, the district 
will not transition to Phase 3 hybrid 
education in January, as officials ini-
tially hoped, according to an email 
sent to the community by superin-
tendent Dr. Michael Grove on Nov. 
20. Instead, the school will consider 
proceeding with Phase 3 later in sec-
ond semester, potentially in March or 
April as COVID-19 conditions im-
prove.

The district introduced the four-
phase plan for returning to campus at 
the beginning of the school year. The 
school year began in Phase 1 with all 
students in remote learning. In Phase 
2, which began in the fall, the school 
brought back specific groups of stu-
dents in small stable cohorts. Phase 
3 involves bringing back all students 
into a hybrid learning model, and 
Phase 4 would consist of bringing all 
students back for full-time in-person 
learning. The schedule for reopening 
is influenced by the tier the county is 
in. 
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BY ChristinaChang
& AnjaliPai

McAfee manager Benjamin Brotzman 
transitioned into Zoom coordinator. COVID-19 NEWS on pg. 3

Season 1 sports postponed

Athletes’ hopes for school sport sea-
sons to finally restart in mid-December  
were crushed when coaches announced 
that practices would be canceled for the 
rest of the year and may tentatively start 
in January following the recent surge of 
COVID-19 cases and Santa Clara County’s 
move back into the purple tier. 

Although the county still allows 
schools to host in-person sports prac-
tices provided that social distancing can 
be maintained, superintendent Michael 

Grove directed the school to shut down 
non-academic  onsite school activities, al-
though four academic cohorts are still on 
campus. The last in-person sports practice 
occurred on Nov. 20. 

Governor Gavin Newsom has not re-
leased guidelines for athletic activities, 
leaving many schools and athletes uncer-
tain of what lies ahead. In a press release 
on Dec. 1, the state announced that the 
governor would delay the release of sports 
guidelines until January at the earliest. 

These delays come with a local cost. 
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Sports like football returned for masked, 
socially distanced practices.

FA
LC

O
N

 //
 A

VA
N

I K
O

N
G

ET
IR

A

Graphic by ALEKHYA VADLAKONDA AND JOANN ZHANG

BY JonathanLi
& CarolynWang

Drama students filmed scenes on-campus 
for their original productions.


