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After-school work experiences allow students to
pursue unique passions, learn valuable life skills
Sophomore Angeline Hu: Public Speaking Tutor
Think about the typical hiccups of Zoom learning: empty black squares, “broken” microphones and
glitchy virtual backgrounds. As a public speaking
tutor at Silicon Valley Youth, sophomore Angeline
Hu deals with it all.
Although some students can be tough to teach,
Hu believes that tutoring builds a variety of skills.
“It teaches me to be patient and to be the bigger
person,” she said.
According to Hu, the weekly classes always
boast a positive learning environment. “It’s a
teaching experience,” she said. “It has taught me
to be efficient and not procrastinate.”
During her job, Hu works with co-teachers
who are unreliable—an experience that has
taught her how to work with all types. “[My

co-teacher] never responds to emails on time,” she
said. “He tells me that I have to finish all this stuff in
two weeks, but then he doesn’t finish his own stuff for
two months.”
Though tutoring may be frustrating, Hu notes that
forming relationships makes it all worthwhile. Hu
hopes that the bonds she creates with her students
will have a lasting impact. “What you tell them now
could become their motivation for the next five years,”
she said. “It’s important to create a good foundation.”
Hu encourages other students to tutor as well. “It’s
fun,” she said. “You get to connect with people from
different schools that you wouldn’t have met before.”
—Written by Anriya Wang
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Junior Abigail Kuang: Rinconada Lifeguard
If you visit the Rinconada Pool on a Saturday afternoon, you can find junior Abigail Kuang supervising
swimmers, negotiating with tough customers and occasionally saving someone’s life.
As a member of Palo Alto Stanford Aquatics for
almost ten years, Kuang wanted to become a lifeguard
to gain valuable life skills. “I think it’s good to learn
responsibility and money management early on,” she
said. “It’s a solid way to pass time while making money.”
Kuang works five-and-a-half-hour shifts on Saturdays. “Occasionally, I’ll work on a Sunday if someone
needs to be filled in,” she said. “But during the school
year, it’s not too bad of a commitment.”
Lifeguarding requires Kuang to interact with a
variety of people, allowing her to develop strong interpersonal skills. “I’ve had so many customers yell at me

for things I couldn’t control,” Kuang said. “It’s a
lot about learning how to serve difficult people.”
Kuang recalls the time she helped care for a
teammate who had an asthma attack. “His friend
came up to me after and said he was really grateful for what I did,” Kuang said. “It was a touching
experience.”
For students interested in getting a job, Kuang
recommends researching different job fields. “Don’t
restrict yourself to what everyone else is doing, and
make sure you are willing to commit to it,” she said.
“With lifeguarding, you can tell who’s there to do it
and who’s just there because they thought it would be
an easy way to tan and get paid for it.”
—Written by Kaitlyn Chen
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Senior Michael Walker: Audio Engineer
At every event, there is always someone in
sound booth cuing the music. At the Los Altos
United Methodist Church, that person is senior
Michael Walker. “I’m not really the guy in the studio,” Walker said. “I’m more the guy at a concert
that works in the mixed booth.”
As an audio engineer, Walker’s job is to create
a mix of harmonious sounds with clips of instruments, voices and effects for the church and local
events. “I do a lot of things at the church, and one of
the services is a more music-focused worship band,”
he said.
An aspect of audio engineering that Walker finds
challenging is deciding when something is a finished
product. “[As a mechanic], your job is very concrete.,”
he said. “You can say, ‘Hey, this engine runs. I did my

job.’ In audio, however, there’s no concrete satisfaction
standard.”
Walker has always been interested in technology.
“When I was in sixth or seventh grade, I started volunteering and doing the cameras for live streams,” he
said. “In freshman year, I started doing paid work as
an audio engineer.”
In addition, Walker believes that his experience has
helped him with college applications. “Both of [my recommenders] were mentors of mine,” he said.
Walker advises students to not spread themselves too
thin with after-school jobs. “I think the best approach
to prepare yourself is to find something that you are
good at and enjoy and then go incredibly in-depth and
commit yourself to it.”
—Written by Charlotte Qian
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Senior Elina Saab-Sunden: Front Desk Clerk
Senior Elina Saab-Sunden has been manning the
front desk at Movement Gyms, formerly Planet Granite,
since last August.
Saab-Sunden revealed one of her favorite interview
questions. “[My gym manager and event staff manager]
asked me, ‘If a kid is up on the wall climbing and they
get scared and pee their pants, what would you do?’”
she said. “My answer was that I would try to distract
other kids and see if one of my co-workers could take
the rest of my group. Then, I would go to the lost and
found and find some new pants.”
Saab-Sunden explains that this instance almost
exactly encapsulates the supportive environment of
Movement Gyms. “At Gunn, they talk a lot about community and what that means,” Saab-Sunden said. “I
never really understood what people meant when they

talked about community until I started working.”
Saab-Sunden’s relationship with her co-workers
extends beyond the workplace. “I play on the soccer
team, and [one of my co-workers] came to watch my
game. He’s a grown-up with his own life, and he chose
to come watch my soccer game,” she said.
Work culture aside, Saab-Sunden enjoys the benefits of working at Movement Gyms, such as being
able to bring friends to the gym for free and making
minimum wage. The money is not what motivates
her, though. “Don’t tell my boss, but I’d say that I
would work there for free,” Saab-Sunden said. “I
love the people that I work with. I love the work
that I do. It’s a really good experience all around.”
—Written by Becca Wu
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