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Black Student
Union, library
celebrate Black
History Month

Unmasking after 2 years
District to lift school indoor mask mandate after March 11 following state, county lead

Zack Silver
Sports Editor

To unite the school’s Black population, the Black Student Union has
hosted multiple events throughout
February and into early March, club
president Maia Johnsson said.
Black History Month, a time to
celebrate Black achivements and
honor Black people’s role in American history, has taken place every
February since 1976.
“At BSU, we’re trying to get the
Black community at Paly to engage
with each other and the school,”
Johnsson said.
The club has hosted several
speakers at its Wednesday meetings,
including Black politician Ajwang
Rading, who is running for Congress
in California’s 16th district, which
includes Palo Alto.
“We got to learn about what it’s
like for a Black man to run for Congress and get their name out there,”
Johnsson said. “I think that it’s really
important that people learn who
people are before they get biased by
how they look.”
In addition to the speakers, the
club asked students to celebrate the
last day of Black History Month by
having freshman, sophomores, juniors and seniors wear green, yellow,
black and red, respectively, to show
solidarity.
Johnsson also said she embraces
Black History Month as an opportunity to teach people about the
struggles the Black community has
and is still going through to gain
freedom and equal rights.
Black History Month continues on A4
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Senior Max Barthelemy works while masked during his AP Macroeconomics class. Students will no longer be required to wear masks in
classrooms after March 11. “It feels like it might be too early to remove indoor restrictions completely,” Barthelemy said.

Erik Feng
Staff Writer

D

ue to Santa Clara County’s
seven-day rolling average
of 501 positive COVID-19
cases on Feb. 24, the indoor mask
mandate set by the Santa Clara
County Public Health Department
expired a week later.
A few days later, Gov. Gavin
Newsom also announced that the
mask mandate for schools would be

lifted after March 11 with PAUSD
and Santa Clara County Public
Health Director Sarah Cody both
saying they will follow the governor’s lead and not require students
or teachers to wear masks.
“While indoor masking in public
spaces will no longer be required, it
still makes sense to do,” Cody said.
“Wearing a mask is part of working
together to protect others, especially
the most vulnerable among us.”
Cody said she was happy with
the County's case count of 327 and

Antisemitic flyers distributed
around local neighborhoods
Maya Singer & Hannah Singer
News & Opinion Editor, Staff Writer

Antisemitic flyers were distributed
throughout Palo Alto neighborhoods on Feb.
22, listing hate-based COVID-19 misinformation.
The flyers listed various federal officials
and healthcare professionals and their titles,
identifying them as Jewish and blaming them
for the COVID-19 pandemic.
Encased in plastic bags and weighed
down with rice to
protect them from the
elements, these flyers
were thrown into the
front sections of private
properties and homes in
Palo Alto, a Palo Alto
Police Department press
release said.
Police classified the
distribution of these flyers as a hate incident.
“These types of acts
are a reminder to all
of us that hate crimes
and hate incidents are
serious and are taken seriously by the personnel
of the Palo Alto Police
Department,” Palo Alto
Police Chief Robert
Jonsen said. “We will
continue to review information as it becomes
available to determine if criminal charges
needs to be brought forward to the District
Attorney for review.”
While the flyers did not appear to target
specific individuals, a PAPD press release
said they do raise concerns about further hate
incidents.

In response to the flyers, Palo Alto Mayor
Patrick Burt said the city is strengthened by
its diversity.
“We call on all of us to stand together in
support of our neighbors and our community
values,” Burt said. “Together, we can overpower individuals who would try to undermine
our goodwill.”
Jeff Schwarz, the Mitzvah Director and
a teacher at the Jewish Congregation Kol
Emeth said he was disappointed by the antisemitic language in the flyers, but not entirely
surprised.
“It seems that, sadly,
antisemitism is always
there,” Schwarz said. “But
when you see a swastika
on a building or something
similar, it just hits you right
in the heart. We know (antisemitism) is always there,
but you don’t really believe
it until you see something
like this.”
While self-identifying
Jews only make up less
than 2% of the population
in the United States, more
than 60% of faith-based
hate crimes logged are
against Jews, according
to the Anti-Defamation
League.
In 2019, the number of
logged antisemitic attacks
increased by 12% from the
last year, up to more than 2,100, the ADL
said.
Senior Dana Toussieh, who is Jewish, said
she was shocked when she learned about the
distribution of these pamphlets in Palo Alto,
even though she has noticed the increase in
antisemitism nationally.
Antisemitism Story continues on A4

“When you see a swastika
on a building or something
similar ... it just hits you
right in the heart. We know
(antisemitism) is always
there, but you don't really
believe it until you see
something like this. ”
Jeff Schwarz

said it had reached sustained and
encouraging numbers.
Newsom announced in a press
release Feb. 28 that California,
Washington and Oregon would
shift to recommending masks, instead of requiring them, except for
high transmission settings.
“After March 11, in schools and
child care facilities, masks will not
be required but will be strongly recommended,” Newsom said. “Masks
will still be required for everyone in
high transmission settings.”

Gov. Kate Brown of Oregon and
Gov. Jay Inslee of Washington gave
similar announcements, saying they
would move forward slowly and
carefully.
The seven-day rolling average
of 501 positive cases is below the
threshold of 550 new cases the
county required to lift the indoor
mask mandate.
Cody said in a press release she is
confident it is safe to lift the indoor
mask mandate now that this metric
is met.
Assistant Librarian Deborah
Henry said she agreed with the decision.
“I would say it’s about time for
people that would like to shed their
masks,” Henry said.
Junior Joshua Wilde, though,
said he disagrees with the county’s
preparation to lift the mandate.
“Once you lift the mask mandate, (cases are) going to go back
up,” Wilde said. “It’s not very smart
to do that.”
Wilde also isn’t planning to
shed his mask indoors, though he is
comfortable with going mask-free
outdoors.
“I will still wear a mask in class,”
Wilde said. “But outside of the
class, I’ll be fine taking it off.”
Despite her excitement about the
mandate lift, Henry said she will
likely continue to wear a mask.
“I will continue wearing the
mask a little longer,” Henry said.
“But I think it would be fine for
other people.”
Henry said the choice of wearing
a mask should ultimately be up to
the individual.
“Some people wore masks before
COVID-19,” Henry said. “I think
it’s kind of a personal decision.”

Stanford students protest Pence speech
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Stanford students rally outside Dinkelspiel Auditorium as former Vice President Mike Pence addresses the
Stanford College Republicans. Protestors outside said Pence displayed hatred towards many aspects of their
identities during his “How to Save America From the Woke Left” speech. “The fact that we have someone
that stands for such hate coming to speak at this school is a bad look for Stanford,” one protestor said.

Pence Protest full story on A5

Paly to add new math, English, music classes
Christie Hong
Staff Writer

To align with an updated state curriculum
and in response to student feedback, Paly will
have a variety of new courses to choose from
for next year including ones in mathematics,
language arts and performing arts.
Associate Superintendent Sharon Ofek
said she has worked with the math department to create a new data science class
involving the application of data analysis and
sampling through project based lessons and
units.
Ofek said following the successful completion of Geometry and Algebra 2, juniors and
seniors can develop their writing and communication skills by way of data interpretation in
the data science class.

“The number of courses proposed vary
from year to year with factors to consider
like the release of state frameworks, shifts in
interest and expressed interest from staff or
students,” Ofek said.
Another new offering next year is American Literature, a semester-long course offered
to upperclassmen for focused study on the
influence of diverse cultures and identities in
American literature.
English Instructional Leader Shirley
Tokheim said the English department has
not offered a new course for several years, and
American Literature used to be a required
semester of English for all eleventh graders.
Tokheim said some of the English teachers eagerly support the return of this course
because they think it will be a way to explore
important issues in American culture.
New classes continues on A5

