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CROSSING

BORDERS
When the lunch bell rang, students began 

crowding around the Rally Court stage to watch 
the upcoming performances by Bhangraas 
and Andaaz to end Cultural Week, a five-day 
period where various cultural clubs presented 
different aspects of their culture to the MVHS 
community every day at lunch. Andaaz member 
Krish Lariya (9) explains how they bring Indian 
culture to MVHS.

“We danced to [Bollywood with] more 
American style dancing, [which incorporated] 
American culture and Indian culture together,” 
Lariya said. “We show what the Bollywood 
community and culture is like, and those who 
don’t know what it’s like get to see it.”

Cultural Week allowed students to be 
introduced to the different cultures and 
traditions present within MVHS. The Korean 
Club and Dance Crew also performed during 
the week, and member Miriam Law (10) 
highlights the importance of being able to 
commemorate these cultures. 

“I think it’s pretty important [to celebrate the 
different cultures at MVHS] because there’s a 
lot of students who come from different ethnic 
backgrounds [and] who are a part of different 
cultures,” Law said. “And I think it’s really 
important to realize that and acknowledge it, as 
well as show pride to it.”

In contrast to Andaaz and KCDC, Spanish 
Honor Society expressed Spanish culture 

through crafts. As Spanish is also a world 
language offered at MVHS compared to the 
two other groups, President Jayanti Jha (12) 
emphasizes the importance of learning about 
both the language and culture as students take 
the class.

“I think especially at Monta Vista, where a lot 
of students do take Spanish, it’s important to 
have a club like Spanish Honor Society where 
you can learn about the cultural side of it, and 
immerse yourself in the culture and practice 
speaking it in an environment that isn’t just the 
classroom,” Jha said. “Learning about different 
cultures is definitely very important, and these 
clubs are a good way to learn about them if 
you’re interested.” 

MVHS celebrated five different cultures present in the community through lunchtime activites hosted by various clubs on campus

I’M YOUR BOYFRIEND Andaaz starts off its performance on the 
last day of Cultural Week. Followed by performances by Bhangra 
and Raas, Andaaz danced to “Main Tera Boyfriend” by Arijit Singh, 
Meet Bros and Neha Kakkar in order to incorporate partner dances 
into the performance. Photo by Ashil Shao
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There [are] definitely 
a lot of people who 
appreciate the 
culture and also 

enjoy watching the 
performances. I think 
it’s allowing people to 
appreciate Asian culture 

more in general.”
MIRIAM LAW (10)

Japanese culture is 
really meaningful 
because it’s a new 

culture that I was not 
immersed in that much. I 
think it’s really nice to do 
these events and deepen 
my understanding of [the] 
culture.”
MAGGIE YANG (11)

Learning Spanish for 
the past five years has 
let me learn a lot about 

the culture. I’m really 
honored to be President 

of Spanish Honor Society 
to organize activties to 
expand other students 
cultural knowledge, but 
also mine.
JAYANTI JHA (12)

Indian culture is very 
important to me because 
I was born and raised 
[learning about] religion. I 
thought it was really cool 

and I always wanted to 
learn more about it.”
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CELEBRATIONS
NEW YEARS Chinese classes celebrated Lunar 

New Year on Feb. 1

[G] SEASONAL DIVISION Junior Aizen Baidya and sophomore Leona Matsumoto make 
Oni masks during Japanese National Honor Society’s celebration of Setsubun. On this 
day, students also had the opportunity to throw beans as a symbol of driving away evil 
spirits. Photo by Hilary Wang

[H] FESTIVE CUT-OUTS Spanish Honor Society President Jayanti Jha (12) helps 
freshman Aarna Burji with her papel picado. Students also wrote Spanish on post-it 
notes to share their favorite memories from the school year. Photo by Ashil Shao

[I] SWEET TREAT Freshman Madeleine Ischo decides how to design her red envelope 
during Chinese Honor Society’s celebration of Lunar New Year. After students finished 
their red envelope, they were given a piece of candy to put inside it. Photo by Ashil Shao

[J] HOW YOU DARE Members of KCDC strike a pose during their performance. They 
danced to a medley of K-pop songs including “MIC Drop” by BTS, “Lovesick Girls” by 
BLACKPINK and “Fever” by ENHYPEN. Photo by Melody Cui
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[C] CULTURAL CONNECTIONS Chinese teacher 
I-Chu Chang explains the craft her Chinese 1 class 
will do to celebrate Lunar New Year. Earlier in class, 
groups of students gave presentations on the 
various Chinese traditions during the holiday. Photo 
by Ashil Shao

[D] FOLLOWING TRADITION Chinese teacher 
Zoey Liu hands sophomore Minqing Dong the red 
envelope he made earlier in the year. During Lunar 
New Year, children and elderly people receive red 
envelopes as a symbol of luck and wealth. Photo 
by Sylvia Li

[E] CUSTOM CRAFTS Freshman Sophie Rossman 
helps her table partner Owen Pow (9) during the 
craft activity in Chang’s class. Students cut out the 
Chinese word for ‘spring’ from red paper, as Lunar 
New Year is also seen as the arrival of spring in 
China. Photo by Ashil Shao

[F] YEAR OF THE TIGER Liu presents the history 
behind the celebration of Lunar New Year to her 
Chinese 4 class. In the presentation, she also talked 
about the meaning of the Chinese Zodiac and the 
traditional foods provided during the holiday. Photo 
by Sylvia Li
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[A] GOT OUR HANDS UP Raas members raise their 
dandiyas while dancing to “Black Widow” by Iggy 
Azalea ft. Rita Ora and “DJ Got Us Fallin’ In Love” by 
Usher. The last to appear of the three Indian dance 
teams, the Raas performance combined American 
and Indian cultures and was met with loud applause. 
Photo by Ashil Shao

[B] DJ MIXES Junior Kushagra Srivastava extends his 
saap along with other members of Bhangra in their 
high-energy performance. Appearing after Andaaz, 
Bhangra danced to “Kung Fu Saaps” and “Loyal 
Bhangra” by Sailborg. Photo by Ashil Shao


