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"The highlight was 
getting to know the 
team better. We had 
a lot more time to 
bond compared to 
last year so I really 
enjoyed getting to 
spend time with 
players."

KATELYN
CHAN (11)

"Central Coast 
Section (CCS) 

was the highlight. 
We went to the 
hotel together and 
had fun before 
the game. We got 
to bond with each 
other. "

JULIE YU (9)

"My biggest challenge 
is trying to stay 
positive rather than 
dwelling on past 
mistakes, and to focus 
more on learning 
what I did wrong to 
fix the next [shot].” 

RACHANA
AJJARAPU (12)

"In the beginning 
of the season I was 
not playing as well 
as previously due 
to quarantine. But 
I started to find my 
pace again towards 
the end.”  

KATE YU (11)

TEE TIME Junior Janelle Cai places the golf ball on the tee as she prepares 
for her first shot, with the aim of hitting the ball between 200 to 300 yards 

towards the hole. During the Central Coast Section (CCS) competition, 
Cai had the opportunity to play with others in and out of her league, and 

despite the results, enjoyed her game. Photo by Ananya Rupanagunta
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WHAT'S IN MY
DRIVER The largest golf club used for the 
farthest holes from 400 to 500 yards, and 
hits the golf ball the farthest

WOOD The club with long 
shafts and rounder heads, 
used to hit golf balls long 
distances

HYBRIDS Different sized 
clubs that hit high, far, 
and fast 

IRONS Clubs with short 
shafts and smaller heads 
made of iron or steel, that 
propel the balls towards 
the hole

PUTTER The last club 
used, putters make 
short and low speed 
strokes to roll the ball 
into the hole

Golf player Kelly Tung (11) carried a variety 
of clubs, specific to different shots LEAGUE RECORD

V: 4-6 

WATER 
HAZARD

Bodies of water 
on the golf course. 

Landing the golf ball in 
water hazards gets a 
one stroke penalty

GREEN
The region where the 
flagstick and hole are 
located. Using the 
putter, the players 
make their last 
shot here

NAVIGATING IN THE
GREEN

FLAG
Signals the hole 
placement and 
is located in the 
front of the green

FAIRWAY
Part of the golf course 
with short cut grass 
between the where the 
player hits their first shot 
and the green

ROUGH
The region of the course with 
tall grass and other vegetation, in 
which hitting the ball is hardest

BUNKER
Depressions near 

the green and 
fairway that filled with 

sand. It is difficult to hit 
the ball from the bunker

[A] TEEING OFF Sophomore Audrey Luu prepares to swing 
down and hit the first shot for the current hole. For each of the 
18 holes on the course, players started off at the Tee box. Photo 
by Sarah Liu

[B] FAIR TALKS Junior Kelly Tung and the Girls Golf Coach 
Kenneth Gan discuss the CCS match from the golf car.  This 
year’s competition took place in the Laguna Seca Golf Ranch, 
which spans 13-acres. Players were able to use golf carts to 
move around on the course. Photo by Mukta Uparkar

[C]  STRONG SWING Junior Amanda Wong watches her 
golf ball fly after a strong swing on the tee box, aiming for the 
fairway, which has closely mowed grass that makes it easier for 
Wong to make the next shot towards the hole. Photo by Prisha 
Tiwari

[D] PUTT TO PRACTICE Freshmen golfers Julie Yu and Eshika 
Tiwari greet each other before practice at Deep Cliff Golf 
Course. Golf practice during season often ran for close to 10 
hours per week, on courses near and far like Shoreline or Los 
Altos. Players split into groups to practice and improve their 
plays. Photo by Ananya Rupanagunta

[D]

[E] PIVOTAL PRACTICE Freshman Julie Yu 
finishes a practice swing at the Tee box. Since 
each hole had a different structure and distance, 
it was important for players to take practice 
swings in order to gauge and imagine how their 
actual shots would go. Photo by Sarah Liu
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ON THE FAIR 

WAY
With a timed release of 

breath, junior and golf player 
Janelle Cai rests her eyes and 
the angled putter towards the 
hole in front of her. Eight years 
of playing golf has developed 
her focus on course, but the 
sport was one of many Cai 
had tested throughout her 
childhood. 

“I actually tried a lot of 
different sports prior to high 
school, like ice skating and 
tennis,” Cai said. “But then, in 
the end, I was like, the sports 
are all too tiring. And golf was, 
at least to my eighth grade 
going into ninth grade self, 
pretty chill. Now, I still agree 
that it is less tiring, but it still 
takes my energy a lot.”

Cai’s skill in the sport grew 
with experience, and she 
saw overall progression after 
joining the high school team.

“I improved a lot because 
we were playing 10 hours 
a week,” Cai said. “After the 
season, the improvement 
slightly declines a bit. I try 
to still get better and see 

improvements in how I play.” 
There were times during 

the season when Cai’s score 
did not improve as much as 
she hoped. However, her 
greatest strength as a player 
is her ability to bounce back 
from her fallbacks.

“When I'm playing, I'm 
going to make mistakes or 
hit a horrible shot at some 
time or another,” Cai said. “I 
think I'm able to recover from 
that quickly, and not make 
that same mistake again. And 
before going into a game, 
I remain calm and normal 
because if I get distracted, 
even by like the smallest 
things, it'll mess me up a lot.” 

Success in golf relies less on 
physical exertion and more on 
focus and precision, which is 
something that has aided Cai 
in other parts of her life. “Just 
being able to have the focus 
when I play golf is important 
and helps me get through my 
schoolwork and tests better, 
Cai said.”  

[B]

[E]


