
STAND
WHERE WE

PAGE BY
MUKTA UPARKAR, MATVEY JENSSEN102 WINTER SPORTS

GIRLS BASKETBALL 103

IN IT TO
WIN IT

FREMONT 
CUPERTINO
MOUNTAIN VIEW
GUNN
SANTA CLARA
FREMONT
CUPERTINO
MOUNTAIN VIEW
MILPITAS
GUNN
MILPITAS
SANTA CLARA

55
61
54
59
58
54
48
60
64
69
53
57

31
28
42
37
52
34
18
39
44
40
43
39

VARSITY
25
45
31
53
36
45
38
39
48
50
36
25

35
16
42
19
44
30
11
42
39
19
33
46

1/5
1/7
1/12
1/19
1/22
1/26
1/28
2/2
2/4
2/9
2/10
2/15

JVV: 12-0 JV: 7-5

[E] FAST BREAK As the second quarter of the game 
against GHS comes to a close, freshman Clara Fan plays 
a press defense. Press defense was used to maximize the 
chance of generating a turnover, and often led to quick 
offense on the other end. Photo by Mukta Uparkar

[F] MAN ON MAN DEFENSE Junior Julianna Kimm 
looks for an entry pass to the post as a player from GHS 
defends her. MVHS ended the game with a 29 point 
lead, the largest margin they had won by at home season. 
Photo by Mukta Uparkar

[G] TAKING THE SHOT During the fourth quarter, 
shooting guard Lucy Choy (11) moves past her defender 
and drives to the basket. As a shooting guard, Choy’s 
main purpose was to make shots even when she was far 
away from the basket. Photo by Mukta Uparkar
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RAIN
Dribbling the ball forward, center 

Siri Adusumilli (12) scans the court 
for an open teammate. Adusumilli has 
been playing basketball since she was 
in third grade, initially only because of 
her height. But, when she stepped onto 
the court for the first time, Adusumilli 
discovered a passion for basketball, 
unmatched to all the activities she had 
previously tried.

“Growing up, I tried a lot of different 
things and I never found something 
I was truly passionate [about],” 
Adusumilli said. “When I got [to 
tryouts], something kind of just clicked. 
It felt different and ever since, I just 
haven’t been able to let it go.”

Adusumilli has played a combination 
of club and school basketball, but she 
finds that the MVHS team has a better 
team dynamic. 

“We see each other [for] almost 16 
hours a week, so the gym becomes 

your second home and the team 
becomes your family,” Adusumilli said. 
“We have so much spirit because [our 
teammates] are our best friends, so 
when you see them achieve something 
that you know that they’ve been 
working towards, it brings something 
out in you.” 

Playing on the team during has also 
taught Adusumilli the value of hard 
work and resilience, especially because 
of her role model and coach, Sara 
Borelli. 

“Borelli is a really strong, hard 
working person, and [even though] 
this year has been tumultuous, [she’s 
taught me to] keep going and persist,” 
Adusumilli said. “I’ve realized how much 
hard work can change the outcome 
of what you’re looking towards. I’m so 
grateful [for her] and couldn’t imagine 
my life without her.”

[A] FAKE OUT While being double teamed by players from 
Gunn High School, junior Kashish Naggar fakes a shot before 
passing to an open teammate. Throughout the season, the team 
worked towards being more vocal on the court, which they find 
pays off in difficult situations, like being double-teamed, where 
communication is key. Photo by Mukta Uparkar

[B] HEAD IN THE GAME After senior Siri Adusumilli made a 
shot, her teammates on the bench stand up to cheer for her. 
Coach Sara Borelli prioritized bench interactions, which included 
constantly clapping, chanting and standing up to keep the team’s 
energy high for the entirety of the game. Photo by Mukta Uparkar

[C] CALLING THE SHOTS Point guard Carolyn Ruan (10) flies 
down the sideline, past a player from Fremont High School. As 
a point guard, Ruan was often responsible for calling plays and 
running the offense. Photo by Matvey Jenssen

[D] GOING ALL OUT Varshini Peddinti (11) and Sophia Lu (10)
attempt to secure a loose ball as players from Mountain View 
High School try to recoup the ball on defense. Despite a rough 
start, MVHS was able to refocus their game after the first quarter, 
and eventually won 60-39. Photo by Anna Jerolimov

ANGLE OF ATTACK Senior Siri Adusumilli attacks the basket 
to help collapse Fremont High School’s defense. As a center, 
Adusumilli was often stationed close to the basket, in an effort to 
get rebounds and shoot close shots. Photo by Matvey Jenssen
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JULIANNA KIMM (11)

CLARA FAN (9)

“Last year, 
we went 
undefeated [in 
league] until our last 
game, so knowing we 
can do it this year, 
is super rewarding 
[because] all the 
work we put in [paid 
off].”

“Every single day, 
we [go to] practice 
and work hard. It’s 
great seeing our 

work pay off on 
the court [through] 

ball movement and 
the happy 
smiles when our 
teammates score.”

VARSHINI 
PEDDINTI (11)EMI KOSAKURA (11)

POINT
GUARD

SOPHIA CHEN (12)

“I really 
enjoy 

spending 
time at practice 

— even though I’m 
gasping so much 

that I sound like I’m 
about to pass out 

and even though it’s 
really hard — [because 

it makes] how we do in 
games really rewarding.”
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WARD

MIYA
KOSAKURA (9)

“I was a little 
intimidated 

and a nervous, 
[since] I hadn’t really 
played with [this team]. 
But once I got out there, it 
was pretty great getting to 
know them. I’m still a bit 
nervous, but seeing how 

supportive everyone is, is 
really comforting.”
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We worked so hard to come to this point. 
So, when it’s a team win and we all worked 

together, it just fun being on the court and 
sharing the same happy moments.”

We are all really close, so our chemistry 
shows on the court. We really had to work 

towards that, [because] in the beginning 
we were a super quiet team.”

Why do you think your team 
went undefeated in league?


