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The movement for change, for better support for LGBTQIA+ 
youth, started with an act of hatred, but will end with 
progress. 

On Sept. 15, 2021, a pride flag was stolen and defacated on 
PRHS students. After  two weeks, the district released a statement 
condemning the acts of hatred, yet constraining the size of the 
Pride flag to 2x2 at the same time.

Under this regulation, the 3x5 flag that was defiled was also  
prohibitted to hang on the walls of teachers’ classrooms. It felt like 
an attack on student identities. Rather than protecting them after a 
hate crime, the district was censoring them.

After much discussion and debate, Equality Club President, 
Eve Barajas and teacher Geoffrey Land, assembled a group of 
students in order to create a forum that would 

bring students of the LGBTQIA+ 
community into the spotlight, 

instead of the corner where 
many felt they were pushed. 

Even after an expansion 
of the flag restriction to 2 x 

3 feet, the need for queer 
voices w a s 

essential in the minds of everyone close to the issues and students 
victimized.

LBTGQIA+ students would come out again, but this time it 
wouldn’t be to define themselves, it would be to defend themselves 
— to come out against hate. 

As the speakers, dancers, and singers, prepared for a night of 
perspective, news outlets such as KSBY, Pink News, Yahoo, The 
Washington Times, the Gay Times, etc. highlighted the injustice 
and praised the students for speaking out.

The Oct. 20, 2021, Coming Out Against Hate forum featured 14 
students from the LGBTQIA+ community, attracted 350 supporters, 
and was the premier event of its kind at any county high school. 

The speakers shared their experiences on campus and declared 
that queer students at PRHS have historically felt unsupported by 
their peers, teachers, and administrators. 

The night ended with a five point call to action in which Barajas, 
as one of two MCs at the event, specifically addresed what LGBTQ+ 
students wanted to see from the district: change. 

What started with a goal of bringing awareness to PRHS and 
community, continued with an invitation by Superintendent Curt 
Dubost where both sides would discuss steps to better support 
the queer community. 

As of press time, a board of queer students is meeting with 
administrators   almost every 

other week to implement 
new policies and 

standards in PRJUSD 
schools. Change is 
taking shape.

This movement 
—this fight—may 

have started with a 
hate crime, but it will 
end with a improved 
future for queer 

students on this 
campus through 

the efforts 
of students  
w a n t i n g 
c h a n g e 
for next 
generation.
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COMING OUT
AGAINST HATE

HANNAH BANANA

by Malia Gaviola, Editor-in-Chief

LGBTQIA+ students at PRHS host a historic event 
to address past issues and propose a safer, more 

inclusive future
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by Emily Rogers, Pop-Culture Editor

A look into the treatment and experience of LGBTQ+ students in 
the past — and the PRHS breaking point on Sept. 15.

Throughout history, being associated 
with LGBTQ was severely discriminated 
against. With the Stonewall riots in 

June 28, 1969 and the reaction to the AIDS 
epidemic in the 1980s members of the LGTBQ 
community either stayed in the closet or 
fought for their right to be queer. 

Parker Hendershot, while not out in high 
school was a transgender student who had to 
endure the hate of the LGBTQ during the early 
90s to early 2000s. 

“When I went to high school I knew I was 
different. I didn’t realize why I got called slurs. 
Just walking around campus, it (being called 
slurs)was an everyday thing,” Hendershot said. 

Hedershot experienced a time during 
summer school when both a teacher and 
students made fun of him for being “different”. 
Students were calling Hedershot degetarory 
queer names in class while the teacher 
witnessed and let the offensive slang continue. 

Such acts and overall fear of social 
consequences lead Hendershot to feel, “in 
high school I would’ve rather been dead than 
gay,” Hendershot said. 

Although the past is filled with hate towards 
LGBTQ+ students there were places for them to 
seek asylum.

Geoffrey Land, a history teacher and 
recently appointed as the Ethinic Studies 
teacher, was a part of the Gay Straight Alliance 
club in the early 2000’s.

“The first GSA was a bunch of students who 
said, I’m an ally, no one even was out, saying, 
I’m gay; but it was creating a space where 
it was maybe possible for someone to 
come out,” Land said.

Land has been in the district for 24 
years and has seen the history of how 
LGBTQ youth have been treated first 
hand throughout the decades. 

“There was never a time it was 
easy to be gay at Paso Robles 
High”, Land said, recalling 
the history of LGTBQ during 
his time teaching. “I started 
in 1998, and from the very 
beginning, homophobia has 
been very visible...,”

Recalling the history of 
LGTBQ during his time teaching 
Land said. “There were anti 
sodomy laws, all the way into 
the year 2000. We’ve seen a 

history of systematic legal oppression and 
marginalization of this community and I’ve 
tried to highlight both the progress and the 
resistance to that progress that exists.” 

During his time as a teacher Land has lived 
through suicides and murders of students, as 
a direct result of bullying and general dislike of 
the LGBTQ+ community. 

“We’ve had a number of students, trans 
students, who had to stop coming to school 
because of the violence or bullying that was 
directed at them,” he said. “And we have had 
at least one student that I know of personally 
that committed suicide as a direct result of the 
homophobic environment of our school and 
our culture in general. And we know that gay 
and LGBTQ students youth are four times more 
likely to consider suicide,”   

Marcy Goodnow, a teacher of 12 years, has 
also contributed to the effort to make a safe 
space for students. 

“I was the Equality Club Advisor for 8 years. 
In that time we did our best to be visible on 
campus, offer a supportive place for LGBTQ+ 
students to go, and to advocate for the rights 
of the students,”  Goodnow said. “We were able 
to help the administration designate 3 non 
gender specific bathrooms on campus and 
also held a SLO County Pride Picnic connecting 
the GSA clubs on the central coast.”

However, even with the push to create safe 
spaces at PRHS, a recent incident brings to 
question whether or not LGTBQ+ members are 

safe on campus. 
On Sept. 15, 2021 a pride flag was 

ripped off the wall of a chemistry 
teacher Evan Holtz ‘ classroom  and 
was later defecated on and posted 
on social media.  

This incident sparked a massive 
outcry for a fight against 

intolerance and led to the 
Oct. 20 Coming Out Against 

Hate Forum. Teachers 
were told to put on 
tolerance presentations 
and 13 brave LGBTQ+ 
students and 1 ally took to 
the main stage in the PAC 

to publicly display their 
experiences and grievances. 

Over 50 teachers have posted 
rainbow flags on classroom 
walls in response.

THERE WAS
NEVER A TIME 
IT WAS EASY TO 
BE GAY AT PASO 
ROBLES HIGH 
SCHOOL.

GEOFFREY LAND
SOCIAL STUDIES TEACHER

A HISTORY OF HATE

Chemistry teacher Evan Holtz recounted 
the act of hatred Sept. 15, 2021: 

At the end of class in the transition from 
passing period to the start of class a student 
walked into Holtz’ room and came in to chat 
with another student. Holtz had never seen the 
student before but didn’t think much of it as he 
was helping another student at the time. All 
of the students were packing up and walking 
over to the door when the unknown student 
paused briefly and suddenly pulled down the 
flag.

“The student who I didn’t know kind of 
jumped over really quick, pulled down the 
pride flag and ran out the door. I was standing 
over here (at the tables helping a student) kind 
of watching in bewilderment that they actually 
did that with me standing there. Then I went 
outside and yelled at them and one student 
came back and talked to me,” Holtz said. 

THE 2021 FLAG INCIDENT

SCENE OF THE CRIME: Chemistry teacher Evan 
Holtz’s classroom wall. The flag has since been 
replaced.



EVENT
CONTRIBUTERS

by Asusena Uribe and Jocelyn Lopez, Carmesi Editor and Design Assistant

Coming out is a momentous occasion, one where the 
person is able to share their truest selves with the 
ones around them. On Oct. 20, 2021 LGBTQIA+ bearcats 

and allies “came out” against bigotry and a history of hate at the 
Coming Out Against Hate forum. Despite the performing arts 
center having 250 seats, 350 parents, grandparents, current and 
former Bearcats, siblings, friends, administration, and faculty 
members strode through the doors  to show their support. Many 
resorted to standing up against the outer walls of the PAC, sitting 
on the floor, and on portable seats. The PAC was decorated with 
supporters dressed in PRIDE attire from rainbow colored masks 
and flags, to posters and representative clothing. 

Seven clubs endorsed and supported the event: Equality, A.C.T, 
BSU, JOOI, MEChA, NOSB, and ASB.  

Equality Club President Eve Barajas (10) and senior John 
Seden-Hansen were the first speakers to introduce the reason for 
the forum; to support safe spaces and confront the homophobic 
hate on the PRHS campus. They then introduced the 14 students 
from all different grade levels that would testify their experience of 
being an LGBTQIA+ member on campus.

Starting off with the speeches was senior Ava Hughes who 
expressed that she came out to her whole family to be able to 
speak out for this event. It wasn’t only for her but to support and 
make sure future generations felt safe on campus. Next up was 
senior Daniel Perez. They mentioned how freeing but difficult 
it was to come out, especially at a school that has tolerated the 
hate that many students like them have endured over the past 
years. 

Then, senior Cameron LeClair read for “Sebastian” --a made 
up name for a queer individual who wished to remain anonymous 
but still wanted to share their story. The speech included their 
fear to come out and the emotional impact that the incident 
had with his security. After the first three speakers Advanced 
Dance members Zaira Gomez (12), Resse Hartley (12), Amani 
Arellano (12), Ava Cox (10), and Advanced Dance teacher 
Jennifer Bedrosian performed a minute long performance to 
“Born This Way” by Lady Gaga.

Then senior Emily Neri stepped up to the mic to share her 
testimony representing her safety and the meaning of the flag to 
her. Following Neri, Equality Club Vice President Sprout Aragon 
spoke out about all of the negative and positive experiences she 
endured while transitioning from male to female. Lillian Shroyer, 
a sophomore, then shared the homophobia they have dealt with 
and expressed that LGBTQIA+ students aren’t 
political opinions. Then senior Zaira Gomez 
read for another anonymous student who 
during their freshman year endured much 
fear in one of their classrooms and didn’t feel 
safe to fully come out on campus.

 Shortly after, Barajas introduced freshman 
Elise Jordan who shared a two minute poem 
expressing the alienation that LGBTQIA+ 
members face at PRHS and how they refuse 
to be silenced.

Next, junior Quinn Calvo expressed her 
experience as a transgender female on 
campus, detailing the hatred that she has 
endured. On top of that, she highlighted the 
recently published regulation that does not permit pride flags 
to be hung up in classrooms. Basil Bailey, a sophomore, wants 
everyone to get along and stressed how LGBTQIA+ individuals need 
to be seen as human too. Sophomore Nicole Rogers was next 
and revealed that she’s had to deal with internalized homophobia 

Hollywood branches out and expands acting and directing 
opportunities for POC in future projects

due to her school experiences. One moment in particular that stuck 
with her was someone saying, “Are you a lesbian or something?” 

Barajas presented a Call to Action to remind the audience that 
“knowledge is power only when we act on that knowledge.” She 

demanded three things: that the district issue a 
public apology for their timid response to hate; that 
the district enact a zero tolerance policy regarding 
hate and hate crimes on campus, as well as enact 
other policies to protect marginalized students 
after a consultation with stake-holder clubs in 
order to protect students’ rights and identities. 
Barajas also included that the new flag policy must 
be repealed, and that the district must recognize 
the importance of Pride flags in creating safe 
spaces for our LGBTQIA+ youth.

Transitioning into the final three speakers, junior 
Israel Pérez stepped up to the stage speaking 
out about the friendships and relationships he 
lost while coming out and all the hate he had to 

undergo his freshman year from his classmates. Senior Genevieve 
Grimes proclaimed that progress needs to be made now more than 
ever, touching base that it’s upsetting that they have to fight very hard 
for their rights at such a young age. Senior Jules Ramos was the 
final person to share their speech verbalizing how they came from a 

homophobic home and when coming to school, they need a welcome 
space. 

As testimonies ended at 7:15 pm, Barajas and Seden-Hansen told 
the crowd that if they had any questions that now would be the time to 
ask. Some of which included: if students felt safe on campus, is there 
LGBTQIA+ education at school, what can faculty members do to help 
to make students feel safe. There were a total of 10 questions that 
were asked by people in the crowd and answered by the students that 
shared their experiences being an LGBTQIA+ student on campus. As 
the questions came to an end at 7:38 pm the crowd stood up cheering 
and applauding the students. Flowers were later distributed by the 
Floral Club to all of the students who spoke out. 

Two donations were made as well. Eric Alcosiba raised 900 dollars 
for Equality Club through a GoFundMe, and an anonymous donor who 
also donated 300 dollars. 

As the event was coming to an end Choir teacher Gaylene Ewing 
and 14 other students started off singing Love is Love is Love. Later 
on, the audience joined in and sang. As the forum ended, community 
members stayed to congratulate the speakers and gather their final 
thoughts. Parents to members of the Paso Robles community shared 
their perspective on the forum.

Board member Chris Arend stayed after the event answering 
questions and congratulating these students on being able to 
produce this meaningful event.

“It was a nice event, you know, always pleasant. The kids were 
expressing themselves. I think it’s a great way of freedom of speech 
to do that.” Arend said.

Former President of Equality Club, Liz Phillips, attended the event 
proud of the students who shared their experience and educating 
others. 

“I was tearing up through the whole thing. It felt truly supportive and 
welcoming to everyone, which is such a nice change of pace in Paso,“ 
Phillips said.

Drama teacher Marcy Goodnow attended and helped run the 
event with full support, very proud of all of the students that made the 
event happen. 

“It was very emotional seeing the community come together. I am 
hoping this will create some momentum for change,” Goodnow said.

In a world seemingly embedded at its seams with hatred and 
fear, this event represents a striving towards a juster world for all; A 
world where love truly is love, where no student has to stand up and 
advocate for rights that should already be a given. School is supposed 
to be a safe space, afterall, and more than anything, this event has 
called out for protection and support for all students.
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A  FORUM  FOR
CHANGE
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Basil Bailey, 10 Isreal Perez, 11 Jules Ramos, 12 Genvevieve Grimes, 12 Elise Jordan, 09

360 ATTENDEES
14 SPEAKERS

DANCING IS MY WAY OF 
SHOWING MY EMOTIONS 
AND I WAS INCLINED TO 
SHARE MY VIEWS AT THE 
COMING OUT AGAINST 
HATE FOURM THROUGH 
MOVEMENT, NOT WORDS.

REESE HARTLEY, 12 
DANCE CHOREOGRAPHER

SINCE I AM A GAY MAN, I 
FELT I NEEDED TO SPEAK 
UP FOR LGBTQ STUDENTS 
WHOSE WHOSES AREN’T 
BEING HEARD.

JOHN SEDEN-HANSEN, 12 
ASB VICE PRESIDENT & EMCEE

Lillian Shroyer, 10

SEEING RAINBOW BEAR-
CATS SPEAK THEIR 
BEAUTIFUL TRUTH WAS 
ONE OF THE HIGHLIGHTS 
OF MY TEACHING CAREER.

JOHN SEDEN-HANSEN 12. 
ASB VICE PRESIDENT & EMCEE

GEOFFEY LAND
TEACHER & EVENT 
COORDINATOR

I THINK THAT THE 

EVENT COMMUNICATED 

THAT WILL NOT BE 

SILENCED, AND WE 

ARE MUCH STRONGER. 

AND CAPABLE THAN 

THEY THINK WE ARE

JULES RAMOS, 12



by Emily Neri, Carmesi Editor

Senior Ava Hughs takes on a big role in putting 
together the Coming Out Against Hate forum

Underneath the burning spotlights 
and the 300+ pairs of eyes, PRHS 
sophomore Eve Barajas stood, 

microphone in hand, and helped open a 
conversation whose effects are going to 
impact the future of our campus. 

“LGBT isn’t a category. It isn’t something 
vulgar or gross. It isn’t something you 
need to hide from your kids. We aren’t just 
something that, no, we aren’t a belief. We 
aren’t a political idea. We’re not something 
controversial, we are a group of people. 
And in the same way that people are born 
knowing who they want to be and men know 
they like women, women know they like men. 
That’s how it is for us. It isn’t something we’re 
choosing to be or believe,” Barajas said.

Being one of the first organizers to put the 
Coming Out Against Hate forum into action, 
Barajas began with spreading awareness 
but ended up recruiting speakers to share 
their testimonies, writing her own lines, 
and MC-ing alongside senior John Seden 
Hansen. With a goal of improving the 
overall student safety on campus, Barajas 
spearheaded the event to draw attention 
to the students themselves and their 
stories while simultaneously 
getting the attention of the 
decision makers in our 
district.

“[The forum] 
opened the 

eyes of a lot of the adults and the people in 
this town because not everyone in this town 
is actually in the school, that was their first 
glimpse into the reality of what’s happening 
at Paso High.”

Although Barajas herself hasn’t 
experienced a hate crime, from what she’s 
seen, students are scared.

 “It’s a very scary experience. It’s not 
knowing if you’re going to be outed to 
unsupportive family members. It’s not 
knowing if someone’s going to jump you on 
the way home cuz you wore a pride pin to 
class that they didn’t like. It’s being scared 
to voice your opinions or come out because 
then people will assume things about you,” 
Barajas said.

After being involved in the Equality Club 
for three years in middle school, Barajas 
is now the president of the Equality Club 
here on campus with a goal of spreading 
awareness.

“Spreading awareness leads to 
normalizing our community and students 
on campus. It’s not seen as something 
that needs to be ostracized and having 

the Equality  Club also 
provides a safe space 

for students on 
campus,” she 

said.

by Maicah Cabello, Design Director

Hollywood branches out and expands 
acting and directing opportunities for POC 

A sea of colorful masks, progressive flags 
all around the auditorium, and over 
300 SLO residents cramped together 

to hear the testimonials of 14 students was 
a historical night for PRHS. The energy of 
the audience radiated support, empathy, 
and respect making October 22, 2021 an 
unforgettable day. Senior Ava Hughes played 
a vital role in making this 
event successful with a 
remarkable outcome. 

“I wanted adults to 
understand the pain 
we go through. I want 
staff and students 
that were directly hurt 
by the actions of the 
school board and the 
student’s hate crime 
to feel respected and 
shown the empathy and 
compassion that they 
deserve but weren’t getting. I want people of 
different generations and backgrounds to 
understand that this is an incredibly important 
issue that we deserve to hear.”

 Hughes felt she could not be silent 
when she heard about the flag restrictions 
because of how unjust it felt to her and 
all queer students at Paso High. Hughes 
attended several meetings, provided support, 
and wanted to act as a role model to 
younger students.

“I want everyone who steps foot on 
paso high to know that we aren’t 
going anywhere. We deserve to be 
respected, seen, and we should 
be able to feel comfortable 
here. We need to change 
the school and the climate 
we create here to be 
accessible to everybody 
and genuinely feel 
like they belong here 
because it’s not like 
that”

As progress is still 
being made on the 
issues presented, 
Hughes’ leadership 
role in the event 
has provided 
a huge leap 

in the right direction of representation and 
education for those part of the LGBTQ+ 
community on campus. Hughes paved the 
way for students to have the opportunity to 
speak their truth and influence those around 
them .

immigrant has ever come through, Ellis 
Island. It’s very diverse. They’ve always been 

represented, It’s just not always 
mainstream,” said Goodnow, “This 
is America. It’s not one race, one 
gender, one anything.”

The effort to represent more POC 
in the media has become more 
conscious in the past few years, 
and continues to be a pressing 
issue in today’s society.

“Everyone now grows up 
watching TV and movies. If we’re 
not representing people of 
color, people who matter, and 
portraying them how they should 

be portrayed, then how are our youth going to 
picture them?” Stanko said.

“OUR FOCUS IS OUR        SAFETY AND HOW WE 
CAN LIVE ON          THIS CAMPUS”

AVA HUGHES EVE BARAJAS
| IN-DEPTH
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WE DESERVE TO 
BE RESPECTED,-
SEEN,AND WE 
SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO FEEL 
COMFORTABLE 
HERE.

AVA HUGHES, 12



Vice President of the Equality club and 
sophomore Sprout Aragon shared 
how students can feel safe on campus 

and why it’s important for students to express 
who they are. Aragon is a transgender female 
and uses the prounouns She/They. During 
the Forum she expressed what it was like to 
be in school while discovering who she is and 
the struggles that came with it and why she 
needed to speak up, “Before I transitioned 
I was a gay male and I was bullied for that 
so I know what it feels like and I wanted to 
speak up against it.” Aragon said. She feels 
strongly that the school needs to be more 
aware of transgender students and their 
need to use their preferred bathrooms or 
lockerooms. Aragon expressed how she has 
felt supported by most staff and students 
at PRHS as she transferred from Templeton 
to Paso where the environment was less 
than ideal for her needs. The Coming Out 
Against Hate event was important to many 
students and was used as a way to start the 
important conversations about the problems 
surrounding LGBTQ+ students on campus. 
Though the outcome of this event was 
unknown Aragon 
was proud 
to speak 
out for 

what she believes in, “I just hope to spread 
awareness. It was hard for me to do because 
I wasn’t sure about my safety but I wanted 
to let people know that we’re here and we’re 
here to stay. We are here and proud,” Aragon 
said. As the situation on campus continues to 
evolve Aragon will continue fighting for what 

s t u d e n t s 
need, “We’re 
going to keep 
fighting until 
we get what 
e v e r y o n e 
needs to feel 
safe here. 
We need 
s u p p o r t i v e 
t e a c h e r s , 
p r o p e r 
e d u c a t i o n 
in LGBTQ+ 

history and how to support people who are 
coming out.” Aragon said. There is not only a 
need for the school to be supportive but for 
students to learn who they are and be proud 
of it. As Aragon stated, “If you’re having a hard 
time, Equality Club is a safe space and you 

shouldn’t be afraid of who you are, be 
proud of who you are. Live your 

truth.”

by Zoey Rainey, People Editor

The importance of fighting for what you 
believe in and expressing who you are

Embarking on his final months at PRHS, 
senior Danny Perez strives for change 
on campus surrounding safety and 

honesty. Perez shared a student testimony 
of being a queer student on campus and all 
of the struggles that entail at the Coming out 
against hate forum. Perez felt that because 
he has been open about his sexuality for 
the majority of his high school life he was 
obligated to speak out for those students 
who felt they couldn’t, “Well, as a queer 
student, I did feel as though it was my duty 
to kind of speak at it because I have been 
out for many years, basically, my whole high 
school career.So I felt as though I had to, 
because a lot of people weren’t able to,” Perez 
said.  Though recent events of hate crimes 
have been making students feel unsafe, this 
problem has always existed, “Being queer 
on campus is rough. I don’t feel safe. I never 
know what’s going to happen to me. And I 
always have to think twice about whatever 
I’m doing, because I know that I have a critical 
eye on me. And I know that my presence 
is a threat. And that is scary,” Perez said. 
According to Perez the school has not been 
taking action when students feel unsafe, 
“There have been incidents in the past with 
other friends who have had violent, 

physical, acts of hate taken upon them, and 
nothing happened. Even when they went and 
reported it, which is what people are told to do 
when something like that happens, nothing 
happened. And so a lot of times, I have to 
think about my own safety because even 
just statistics, we just had a Signs of Suicide 
thing and it says one in eight men struggle 
with depression, but that’s not including gay 
men, whereas it’s like one in every three. It’s 
hard and it’s suicide rates and depression 
rates and anxiety rates are so high among 
the community that, and it’s because 
of students, it’s because of the lack of 
knowledge. It’s because we don’t know where 
we belong on campus, we don’t know where 
we can feel safe,” Perez said.  The first thing 
he believes needs to happen for change to 
happen on campus is for the school to be 
honest with students, “The biggest thing is, 
first, transparency. Letting students know 
what is available on campus, because a 
lot of people don’t know what services we 
offer. I think that being able to move forward 
and be so vulnerable on a stage in front of 
such a large body of people, is the first step 
to addressing everything. If you can do it in 
front of hundreds of people, then you can do 
it privately in a meeting with the people who 
need to make the changes. I think that it’s very 

nice to be able to have that connection now 
to know more people in our community 

and know that ultimately everyone is 
loved.” 

it came from.
“New York was always the first 

place any immigrant has ever 
come through, Ellis Island. It’s 
very diverse. They’ve always 

been represented, It’s just 
not always mainstream,” 

said Goodnow, “This is 
America. It’s not one 

race, one gender, 
one anything.”

The effort to 
represent more 
POC in the media 

has become more 
conscious in the 
past few years, 

and continues to 
be a pressing issue in 

today’s society.

by Zoey Rainey, People Editor

PRHS senior shares why supporting the 
LGBTQ+ community on campus is important.

SPROUT ARAGON DANNY PEREZ
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we’re going to 
keep fighting 
until we get 
what everyone 
nneds to feel 
safe here.
spRout 
aRagon, 10

“Our focus iS Our        safety AnD hOw wE 
cAn live On          thiS cAmPuS”
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by Jocelyn Lopez, Design Assistant

Student advisory board and district leaders move towards change
NEXT STEPS

Jennifer Gaviola

T he Stand Up To Hate Forum that occurred on Oct. 
20 was an event set up by students to educate 
students, parents, community members, but 

more specifically to make sure the district heard 
LGBTQIA+ student’s voices and the struggles they have 
to face on a daily basis. The forum MC Eve Barajas made 
an impassioned delivery of five demands that students 
launched in the wake of the defecated flag.

Oct. 22 Dubost met with the 12 of the students that 
spoke out at the forum in efforts to develop an action 
plan. While the flag restriction of 2x3 is set in stone, eight 
areas of policy change and campus education have 
been identified. 

The areas include safe facilities for transgender 
students and bystander training  to eliminate bullying. 
They target teacher training, clarification of LGBTQ+ 
rights,  and increased discipline for acts of intolerance or 
hate. They mention counseling and task force meetings 
to support LGBTQ+ needs.

Deputity Superintendent Jennifer Gaviola and 
Dubost have been meeting with the students that 
spoke out at the Forum once a week during Wednesday 
tutorials to discuss what can be done to make LGBTQIA+ 
students feel safe on campus.

“It is absolutely essential to meet and discuss 
the safety and support of a student group who feels 
marginalized or threatened at our school site,” Gaviola 
said. 

Now district leaders and 
students are discussing 

resources and policies 
to  implement to make 
LGBTQIA+ students feel 
safer on campus.

On Nov. 10 Gaviola, 
Dubost, and Overton 

released a statement 
regarding the “Next Steps on 

PRJUSD Continuous Improvement and 
Support for LGBQT+ Students,”  via Student Square. The 
email regarded all of their plans to help and continue 
to support LGBTQIA+ individuals and reached out to all 
students on campus.

The district plans to implement these goals by the end 
of the school year while working closely with students, 
staff, and people influenced by the hate crime. They 
named access to safe changing areas and restrooms for 
transgender students with greater communication and 
education to students and the community. Goals include 
training for school staff on the knowledge, attitudes, 
and skills to make schools safe and supportive for 
LGBTQIA+ students. They plan to Implement education of 
students, staff, and the community on the rights of our 
LGBTQIA+ students on our school sites, and a consistent 
disciplinary system regarding hateful actions. 

Bystander training to try and eliminate bullying 
on campus. Fully developed, and communicated, 
counseling and Resources Center for LGBTQIA+ 

students. LGBTQIA+ students will be implemented in the 
education curriculum: History/Social Sciences. As well as 
being incorporated in the teaching of ninth grade health and 
sex education.

The event has since sparked an anonymous source to 
donate money to student clubs to give teachers 2x3 pride 
flags for classroom walls. John Laird, California state senator 
representing Paso Robles, has requested a meeting with the 
forum students on November 18.  Senator Laird is the first 
openly gay California state senator and is a leader in statewide 
LGBTQ+ legislative initiatives. Eric Alcosiba from Lil Gay Paso 
also donated nearly $1000 for Equality Club jackets. Over 40 
teachers have requested new donated flags.

The event reached John Laird, senator of Santa Cruz. He is 
the first senator to publicly come out as gay. 

Laird will be sitting down to have dinner November 18 with 
the 12 students that spoke out about the discrimination that 
they’ve faced on campus on. 

Testimonials from students show the vulnerability and 
traumatic experiences being queer and the school not doing 
enough to prevent acts of hate.

In the future, the students and staff hope to create a 
safe place for LGBTQIA+ students. Education about sexual 
identities, gender neutral bathrooms, training for teachers, 
and enforcing stricter punishments are topics being 
discussed at meetings. A council of students that decision 
makers consult before implementing policies that affect 
marginalized students are working on creating a safe place 
for queer people on campus.

Before the Oct. 20 forum, Superintendent Dr. Curt Dubost 
released a statement banning flags bigger than 2x2 and 
flags altering the American flag, a policy declaration he has 
apologized for. 

Yet on Tuesday morning—a day before the forum Oct. 19—a 
pride mask was urinated on and burned. This was the same 
day Dubost released another statement saying that the flag 
“ban” was lifted and 2x3 flags were acceptable. 

That same afternoon Principal Anthony Overton released 
an email to students, administrators, and family members 

saying “WE MUST DO BETTER!” 
regarding the inappropriateness 

of hate speech/actions and 
its negative impact on our 
school culture.

TASK FORCE WITH STUDENTS: 
Creation of a PRHS Task Force including student 

representatives, teachers, regional stakeholders, and 
administrators, to provide feedback on district progress 

and goals. (Title IX)

TRANSGENDER FACILITIES
Access to safe changing areas and restrooms for 

transgender students with greater communication and 
education to students and the community

(AB 1266)

TEACHER TRAINING: 
Training for school staff on the knowledge, attitudes, 

and skills to make schools safe and supportive for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning 

students (BP 5145.9)

ANTI-BULLYING TRAINING FOR STUDENTS: 
Bystander training to eliminate bullying on campus

(AB 2291)

LBGTQ+ RIGHTS PROTECTION
Education of students, staff, and the community on the 

rights of our LBGTQ+ students on our school sites 
(BP 5145.9)

IMPROVED DISCIPLINE/ENFORCEMENT: 
Commitment to a consistent disciplinary system re-

garding hateful actions and increased communication 
among our students and community 

(BP 5145.3 and BP 5131.2)

CURRICULUM REVIEW: 
Curricular audit of the teaching of marginalized groups 

in our history/social studies curriculum.and if found 
inadequate will address immediately.

LBGTQ+ COUNSELING SUPPORT: 
A communicated, tiered system of support 

for social-emotional needs for our LBGTQ+ 
students 

(BP 5145.9)

OFFICIAL DISTRICT STATEMENT 
ON ACTION AHEAD (11/10) (10/17)

CALL FOR CHANGE: 
Danny Perez at the 
October Forum.


