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California wildfires hit home for NDB community
by Clair Sapilewski
Managing Editor
In California, a new season has been added to spring, summer,
fall and winter: fire season.
Often lasting from July to late October, fire season brings devastation to many areas of the state. Even for those not directly affected by
the flames, smoke becomes a big problem. Many will recall the days of
orange sun and dark skies in 2020’s fire season caused by toxic smoke.
This year, fires have been situated scaringly close to California’s
skiing paradise of Lake Tahoe. These fires and their smoke have made
that paradise uninhabitable. NDB senior Brooke Horvai’s visit to Arnold,
California was cut short due to the fires this summer.
“We were at a lake that was maybe 45 minutes away from our
cabin, and you could see over the horizon a huge cloud of smoke,” Horvai explained. “And it looked almost like an explosion.”
Other NDB students are worried about cabins in Lake Tahoe,
especially approaching the popular ski season.
“A few weeks ago, when the fire was really bad, we were concerned because it was moving fast,” said senior Maddy Schienman in
regards to her Tahoe cabin. “Hopefully the rain and snow will help with
the fires.”
Back on NDB’s campus, athletics are at risk of being put on hold
due to fires. If the air quality reaches a level deemed unhealthy for all
individuals by the CDC, practices taking place outside and on occasion
inside as well can be cancelled.
“If it ever gets to 150 or above it’s an automatic we are going to
shut down sports for the day, probably even indoors,” Athletic Director
Jason Levine said.
Air quality readings can often be inconsistent across websites
such as Purple Air, Air Now, and the weather app, so Levine measures
the air on his own.
“I have my own device that I purchased a couple years ago,”
Levine explained. “So it’s called Temtop, and it’s an air quality reader
and it reads it right here at Notre Dame.”
For those without access to a personal air quality reading, Levine
said that air.gov is the next best thing.

September 11th still felt two decades later
by Emma Boyd
Staff Writer
This year marks
the 20-year anniversary
of the tragedy of 9/11. As
the country pays tribute
to those fallen, Americans
reflect on what happened
and the emotions that many
associate with the event.
Americans who witnessed
this devastating day have
seen how it has caused
the government’s foreign
policy to develop over the
years, especially how this
tragedy shifted the nation’s
attitude and actions toward
the Middle East.
At the time of the
attacks, many were in a
state of shock, not knowing that the nation would
change forever. Several
people recall that they realized the truth behind this
incomprehensible
disaster once the second plane
hit the South Tower of the
World Trade Center.
Americans take
this month to pay tribute
to those who worked on
the frontlines, went missing, remain unidentified,
and lost their lives on this
heartbreaking day, and a
wave of shock still lingers
in the nation today. The 20year anniversary gives the
nation an opportunity to
remember what happened
and honor those who were
lost.
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The Ground Zero cross now stands in the National September 11 Memorial & Museum.

Several
faculty
members at NDB remember watching the story unfold on their televisions
twenty years ago. The Catalyst interviewed AP U.S.
History and AP Human
Geography teacher Wendy
Connolly about her memories of September 11, 2001.
“[I remember the
day] very vividly, it’s one
of those memories like in
a different place in history
that you just remember everything,” said Connolly.
“I was at my house in Half
Moon Bay, getting ready

for work. I wake up to the
news every morning so the
news was on, and I remember going into the bedroom,
and seeing the first plane
go into the World Trade
Center, and to me, it was
a movie, I thought it was a
preview to a movie.”
Connolly hopes
that the 20-year anniversary will help acknowledge
this tragedy so that it will
never become a forgotten
day in history.
“California does
not mandate that teachers
must teach about 9/11. So,

it’s up to individual teachers. I’ve always addressed
it and we’ve talked about
it, but I’ve always treated
it like more of a current
event, and my own personal experience this year,
I feel like we need to do a
little bit deeper dive.”
Connolly hopes
that no one will forget this
monumental day in American history, and that her
generation will teach of this
date so that this generation
of students will never forget this day in history.

available only to unvaccinated students. However,
starting in mid-September,
NDB began working with
Virus Geeks, who provide
testing for any NDB student or staff member who
wants to be tested, regardless of vaccination status.
The testing requirements
have also been increased:
along with all unvaccinated and “close contact” students, all athletes participating in “high risk” sports,
including water polo, volleyball, and basketball,
must test weekly. Unvaccinated students who have
been a “close contact” are
also not permitted to attend
school events outside of the
regular school day.
NDB follows the
recommendations of the

San Mateo County Office
of Education, which suggest that rooms should be
ventilated at all times and
eating should be outdoors.
Also, NDB has been following the guidelines set
by the Center for Disease
Control on proper cleaning.
“The San Mateo County and the CDC
hold weekly or bi-weekly
or monthly meetings, so
myself and Dr. Kern try to
attend those as much as we
can,” Wylie added. “Being
aware of where the information is, what applies to
us, and then implementing
it. That’s what I try to do.”
So, what is next?
NDB encourages students
to be responsible in and out
of school and respect these
guidelines so that everyone
in the community can stay
protected.
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School Nurse Bridget Wylie helps students sign up to
get COVID-19 tests.

