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 Say the name 
“Harry Potter,” and every-
one knows who you are 
talking about. The book 
series stands out as one of 
the most influential liter-
ary works of all time, with 
over 500 million copies 
sold worldwide and having 
been translated into over 60 
languages. It was only fit-
ting that the stories which 
captured the hearts of so 
many readers came to life 
with eight spectacular mov-
ies. Two decades after the 
premiere of “Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer’s Stone,” 
HBO Max hosted a two-
hour long reunion special 
called “Harry Potter 20-
Year Anniversary: Return 
to Hogwarts” with the cast 
and producers of the Potter 
films, which was released 
on New Year’s Day.  
 The actors came 
back to the original sets for 
“Return to Hogwarts” to 
reconnect with one another, 
allowing fans to relive their 
favorite memories of the 
Potter world and also get to 
see them as people outside 
of the context of their char-
acters. 
 While Daniel 
Radcliffe, Emma Watson 
and Rupert Grint are now 
household names, they 

were just barely 12 years 
old when the first movie 
came out, and were rela-
tively new to Hollywood. 
 The special in-
cluded many flashbacks to 
footage from the films of 
the actors growing up with 
their characters on camera, 
as well as providing the 
stars with an opportuni-
ty to reflect on the impact 
of experiencing fame at a 
young age and working on 
the movies for a majori-
ty of their childhood. In a 
group interview during the 
reunion, Radcliffe, Watson 
and Grint teared up as they 
explained how they still 
have a strong bond and are 
like family ten years after 
the last movie was released. 
 Many members 
of the older cast also came 
back for the reunion, in-
cluding Gary Oldman 
(Sirius Black), Robbie 
Coltrane (Rubeus Hagrid), 
Jason Isaacs (Lucius Mal-
foy), Helena Bonham Car-
ter (Bellatrix Lestrange) 
and Ralph Fiennes (Lord 
Voldemort). Although they 
did not grow up in Potter 
films like the younger cast 
members, the movies still 
had a large impact on all 
of their lives and careers. 
They shared the stories 
of how they got involved 
in the franchise and their 
favorite memories from 

working with the teenage 
castmembers. 
 Between the eight 
movies, there were four 
different directors. Christo-
pher Columbus led the first 
two movies, with his adap-
tations staying the closest 
to the books. Columbus set 
the stage for the remainder 
of the movies by establish-
ing the franchise’s success 
early on. Alfonso Cuarón 
took over for “Harry Potter 
and the Prisoner of Azka-
ban,” which marks a turn-
ing point in the series as 
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he gave the movie a darker 
mood and focused on more 
mature themes. “Harry Pot-
ter and the Goblet of Fire” 
saw yet another change in 
directing with Mike New-
ell. The remaining four Pot-
ter movies were all led by 
David Yates. In the reunion 
special, the four directors 
shared their unique visions 
for the different films and 
offered insight into their 
creative processes in adapt-
ing such lengthy books. 
 One face that was 
noticeably absent from the 

reunion was author of the 
Harry Potter series J.K. 
Rowling. She was only 
featured through interview 
clips that had been record-
ed in 2019. Rowling has re-
cently faced criticism from 
fans and Harry Potter cast 
members alike for Twitter 
comments targeting the 
transgender community. 
There was speculation that 
this may be the reason she 
was not present at the re-
union, but Rowling’s team 
and the studio have con-
firmed that she was invited 

and chose not to attend, 
feeling that the archived 
footage would suffice. 
 The Potter mov-
ies did not only change 
the lives of the cast, direc-
tors and producers. The 
story of The Boy Who 
Lived lives on as a time-
less source of happiness 
and reminder of hope for 
fans. HBO’s “Return to 
Hogwarts” gave everyone 
a chance to appreciate the 
impact of this story and 
see their favorite actors 
together again.
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Senior Peyton Daley (left) and her sister, Parker Daley, ‘20, are big “Harry Potter” fans 

and visited the Hogwarts attraction at Universal Studios in 2010.

Music around NDB

“Shake it Off“ 
by Taylor Swift
 Sophomore 

Gigi Shaughnessy 

“Playlist“ 
by Kid Quill

 Spiritual Life teacher 
Douglas Requilman 

Similar to the popular TikTok trend, The Catalyst went around school and asked NDB 
students and staff what music they were listening to at that very moment. Many people 
were caught by surprise and willing to share with the community what songs they really 
love.

“Exile“ 
by Taylor Swift

 Junior
Amelia Ailanjian

“Party in the USA“ 
by Miley Cyrus

 Freshman 
Annie Stump

“Haunted“ 
by Taylor Swift

 Sophomore 
Helena Morell
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“3 Nights“ 
by Dominic Fike

 Senior 
Brooke Horvai


