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Seniors
collaborate
to release
rap music on
SoundCloud.
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Seniors explore
the necessity
of in-person
college visits.

Young girls’
volleyball team
endures a rough
start to the
season.
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Homecoming week ran from Sept.
20 to Sept. 24, featuring quad day
performances from teachers and all
grades, and a Saturday night dance.
The seniors finished in first place, with
the juniors placing second, the freshmen placing third and the sophomores
coming in last.
With no prior knowledge of quad
day, the freshmen, tasked with the
theme of “Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles,” faced several challenges. Fresh-

man vice president and choreographer
Anisa Taymuree fractured her foot late
in the performance planning process,
prompting drastic formation reorganizations due to the prominent roles she
had in almost every dance.
The sophomores were also hit with
their equal share of challenges — their
main one being a lack of participation.
As it was their first quad day performance, choreographer Erika Anderson
recalled that unfamiliarity with Home-
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Advisories delayed after Students in support of
negative teacher feedback new vaccine mandate law
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The Professional Development Day on
Oct. 5 sought to get advisory lessons back
on track after a month-long pause caused
by teachers’ objections and concerns about
teaching some of the content. The lessons,
which resumed Oct. 13, will be similar in
format to the Title IX presentations given
earlier in the year.
The first advisory periods happened
early in the school year and addressed Title
IX. The revised 40-minute advisory les-

sons will continue to address issues such
as sexual harassment, academic integrity,
digital safety and mental health. They are
currently planned to take place during tutorials on some Blue Day Wednesdays for
the rest of the year.
Though teachers said they do consider
these subjects very important, many expressed that they were not confident teaching the material in an informative and appropriate manner without receiving further
in-depth training.
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On Oct. 1, California became the first
state to mandate COVID-19 vaccines for
K-12 students learning in-person at both
public and private schools, an order that
could begin next fall after the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) approves a
vaccine for children 12 and under. Gov.
Newsom said students with medical concerns and other exemptions will be determined through a public process regulated
by the California Department of Public
Health (CDPH).
The mandate allows unvaccinated students to enroll in Independent Study, an
at-home asynchronous learning program
school districts were required to provide
for the 2021-22 school year per Assembly Bill 130 of the California Department
of Education, but prevents them from attending in-person school.
Since vaccine mandates have been announced, a few protests have arisen in
schools throughout the state such as the
protest on Sept. 28 at the San Diego Unified School District Office and the protest
at Stanislaus County Office of Education on
Oct. 6.
In contrast, a small sampling of SHS students appears to support Newsom’s move.
According to a Google Form survey The
Falcon conducted, 12 of 18 students are in
favor of the mandate while six are not.
SCHOOL SCOPE 14-15
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Some voiced their opinions via the
Google Form. One student wrote “unless
you have a specific health concern to not
get a vaccine then you should absolutely do
it because you’re risking the well-being of
those around you — it’s immoral and selfish to not get vaccinated barring extraneous circumstances.” Another wrote, “hallelujah … my parents might loosen up about
covid if everyone is vaxxed.”

“I think any uncertainty
about the vaccine should
have been well taken out by
now.”
JUNIOR

Adam Xu

Since the vaccine came out on Dec.
11, 2020, 185 million U.S. citizens, or 56.4
percent of the total U.S. population, have
gotten fully vaccinated. At the same time,
many vaccine protests, such as one by community members at SHS on May 15 during
the Safeway Vaccine Clinic, have occurred.
Regardless of the school population’s
opinions, the school must abide by the vaccine mandate. As of right now, SHS already
has a system in place for mandating other
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