" Petition calls for more unisex facilities

Students meet with administration to request changes

By Bobby Gorelick

Freshman Robin Buan, a
nonbinary student, created a
petiion to call for the imple-
mentation of more unisex re-
strooms placed in more conve-
mient locations across campus.

Ruan began the petition
with other transgender, gen-
der noncomforming, LGBT()
and allied students and stalfl
on Sept. 23,

It has received g4 signa-
tures in support.

Gender nonconforming
students may feel uncomfbort-

able using gmldm':z-d bath-

rooms as it is “invalidating 1o
who we are and implies that the
school doesn’t acknowledge our
existence,” the petition states.

Currently, there are two uni-
sex restrooms, one located i the
[-HUB and the other in the GS5.
However, their inaccessibality has
caused issues, Buan said.

Ruan said they began using
the unisex restroom in the I-HUB,
but it was crowded, had only one
stall and they had to walk across
campus o use it As a result,
they said they were often late o
class or were forced o make the

decision o use a gendered
restroom, turning the matter
il an equily 1ssue.

In order to use the GSS re-
stroom, the petition states stu-
dents must notify someone at
the front office o unlock the
restroom, which makes acees-
sibility difficult, especially for
closeted students.

“I didn’t even know |[the
unisex bathroom existed un-
Ll someone told me, which
sucks,” Ruan saud. “I started to
realize not many people knew
they existed.”

Photo by Bobby Gorelick

A B
ADVOCATES CREATE PETITION:
Students led by Robin Ruan (right/
push for more urisex restrooms.

See UNISEX FACILITIES, Page 3

Unisex facilities
Continued from page7

Recently, four lockers were
added o the I-HUB restroom.
Students are permitled 1o slore
items in them as well as change
in the restroom. However, Ruan
sard 1t s sull inconvenient W use
these 1 place of the gendered
[acililies.

“I usually use the bovs one
bhevcause 10s easier” Roan sand.
I used to go to the unisex one
a lot, but you have to walk back
and forth (o the I-HUB| and |
wollld Keep getling to class late!”
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district began  ensuring  every
campus had at least one unmisex
restroom a number of vears ago.
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Gighto sard the district will assess the
nead for maore uwisex bathrooms.

lerested n expanding  gender
neutral. The administration are
inlerested n helping out and
they plan on having future meel-
ings, he said.
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Principal Greg Gigho  said
while the I-HUB was being baalt,
a law was about to be passed that

woulld require publie schools to
have gender neutral bathrooms.
However, admimstrabion  were

shocked when the law was de-
[eated. Even without the passage

ol the law, the [-HUB design

continued o include a gender

neulral bathroom.

Gigho said the restroom was
Lurned into a stall bathroom doe
lo damages and inappropriate
use during hybreid learning, but
admimistration  decided 1w re-
open 1l as a unisex student re-

stroom this year,
“It's probably not enough

at this point, but we're trying

Lo figure out what the needs
really are)” Gigho saud. ®ln the
long-range  planning, there 15
some thought about looking at

our locker rooms and seeing if

we can creale a gender neutral
space,

Giglio said he met with the
group of students who were in-
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wanl Lo prolect
them and give
them  a

sale
space.”
sophomore Hayden Kapla-

nov, a nonbinary student, saud

they gol involved in the pelition
alter seeing the advocacy ellorts
around campus.

“I saw the flver and | was like,
*Okay, somebody else also cares
about this,” Kaplanov said. “I
thought 'd be cool to gel in-
vilved "

haplanov said they met with
CGizho along with Buan to dis-
cuss the petinon and they are

sratelul the admimstration took
the tme to hsten o their con-
CEIns.

“I'm glad we have the one al
least,” Kaplanov said. “IF some-
Lthing actually happens and we
sel more umsex restrooms, |
wollld be super happy”

Buan said expanding umsex
strengthen

Feslrooms '|'|-li|‘lll'||

inclusivity for gender noncon-
[orming students.
“Implementing more umsex
restrooms would be really mee
for every transgender and non-
binary kid on campus,” Ruan
said. “People would get used 1o i
and be Like “oh yeah there's girl’s,
bov's and unisex.
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