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Teachers vote on new eight-block schedule

I by Molly Bobick
and Smera Jain
Collaboration

On Friday, Jan. 12, 2024, teach-
ers across FUHSD voted between the
current seven-block schedule and a
new eight-block schedule; there was
a 45-55 split, with the majority favor-
ing the latter.

After the vote, many students
and teachers were concerned because
the new schedule proposed sev-
eral significant changes, including
25-minute tutorials and school days
consistently ending at 3:35 p.m.
However, the main point of conten-
tion is based on the mistaken belief
that the vote between teachers means
that the schedule will certainly be
implemented next year. This is not
the case, as it will not go into effect
next year; the year of implementa-
tion remains uncertain.

“Our vote doesn’t mean it will
happen,” FHS Instrumental Music
Teacher and committee member, Jo-
seph Kelly said. “Both sides actually
have to agree. And so [teachers] still
have input, but it takes the adminis-
tration and the teachers’ union, those
negotiators both have to agree. So
yes, [the vote] only authorizes those
negotiations; they can’t negotiate
without directions from the teacher
vote”

In past years, FHS has pro-
gressed through numerous sched-
ules. This year, the Bell Schedule
Committee consisting of teachers,
administrators and the President of
the Classified Union, who represents
custodians, secretaries and
other members of the district,
was tasked
with drafting a
new schedule
that would
address PREFER 90
teach- MINVTE BLoCKS
ers com-
plaints about early.collaboration time
and accommodate a new education
requirement — an Ethnic Studies/
Health course that will be required
for freshmen, starting in the 2025-26
school year.

“The timeline that we were
originally charged, the bell schedule
committee was originally charged
with in the fall was kind of con-
densed and accelerated because we
wanted to be able to accommodate
that decision early in the kind of
schedule-making process for next
year,” FHS history and social sciences
teacher, Geoff Beckstrom, who repre-
sents FHS on the negotiation team of
the FUHSD teachers union, said. “So
that it could be implemented next
year. And in fact, district manage-
ment had asked us to do so.”

The committee met three
times over a six-week period to
discuss a schedule change, which
was presented to the teacher’s union
for a vote. Unlike previous commit-
tees, this one discussed the matter
at an accelerated pace. For instance,
after the COVID-19 shutdown, the
district consolidated the schedules
of all five FUHSD schools into one,
which took over one year of delibera-
tion. Kelly noted that the process of
discussing a new bell schedule has
become shorter over the years.

“That process [was] also a year
and a half to two years,” Kelly said.
“The current process has really been
a semester. When I say it’s quicker
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than it has been previously, that’s the
reference 'm making. And the ques-
tion becomes, is it too quick or not?”

The committee considered vari-
ous factors while creating schedules.
One of them was that the introduc-
tion of a new mandatory ethnic
studies class, combined with a rise
in singletons — classes offered only
one block in a day — due to declin-
ing enrollment, would leave little
space for freshmen to take elective
and language classes. Because of
the recent decline in enrollment,
some classes have lost popularity
and are only offered in one block.
Consequently, when students are
interested in multiple singletons
that conflict with each other, they
must choose one. Beckstrom said an
eight-block schedule would mitigate
this problem..

“So, a block schedule gives a
little bit more flexibility to schedule
makers to move things around, so
that we can maintain a robust offer-
ing of all those classes,” Beckstrom
said.

A common misconception
about the new schedule is that
students can take up to eight classes.
However, the maximum number of
classes a student can take under
the new schedule is still seven.
While the eight-block sched-
ule provides flexibility for
counselors to make schedules,
with up to three free blocks, a
substantial number of students
will be left with “holes” in their
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200 kids with an open period
during second block,” Avvaku-
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and what are the expectations of
students who have open periods so
that was another concern”

Along with accommodating
students, the new schedule also aims
to help teachers.

The current schedule for teach-
ers includes a one-hour collaboration
period twice a week before school
starts. During these sessions, each
teacher meets with their respec-
tive department. In contrast, the
proposed eight-block schedule aims
to allow teachers within the same
department to have a common free
period, which would be an ideal time
for collaboration. With the eight-
block schedule, teachers would not
have to begin their workday earlier
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“It’s been shared with me that
[the current collaboration time] is
very difficult on a segment of our
teacher population,” Avvakumovits
said. “Wouldn't it be better if we can
say your freshman biology team
could meet in the school day so we
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can schedule
that all of
them have,
say, a third block off and then maybe
all the ninth grade Eng-
lish teachers could
have fourth
block off
and,
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25 minutes is not enough to actually
get work done to where you were
productive,” FHS junior Kennedy

PREFER LATE Buchner said. “25 minutes is like,
START TIME N You set up your stuff, you get in the

mindset, you have to scan in. So then
you're left with like 15 minutes of
actually doing work?”

The proposed new schedule
includes shorter 80-minute blocks
instead of the current 90-minute
schedule. Some teachers are not wor-
ried about the loss of instructional
time and believe that they can adapt
to the new schedule. However, others
are concerned about the pos-
sibility of having more home-
work or facing additional
learning challenges.
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Notably, the
free periods given to
teachers may not be
synchronized among
different schools. This may adverse-
ly affect certain departments, par-
ticularly those in which teachers
collaborate across schools due
to being the only teacher in the
department in their respective
school.

“So for me, it’s going to
isolate me more,” FHS French
teacher Janene Rich said. “I probably
won't be able to easily find a way to
collaborate with other French teach-
ers and so my collaboration hours
will be spent on something site-wise,
that may not be as valuable for my
classes”

The new schedule’s 3:35 p.m.
dismissal time may inconvenience
some employees with young chil-
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some, the revised
dismissal time can
be beneficial for
athletes. With the
earlier dismissal
time, athletes
who participate
in outdoor sports
such as soccer and
softball can lever-
age the daylight
without having
to leave early
from their
last class.
While
students and
teachers may
have different
opinions on the
proposed schedule’s
dismissal time, they all share the
same concern about the shorter
25-minute tutorials. During tutorials,
teachers often take the time to teach
supplemental lessons, administer
make-up tests and help students
with their assignments. The shorter
period undermines this effort.
“I don’t like it at all. It’s because

that’s gonna start add-
ing up to where you're losing time,”
Buchner said. “For APs, [teachers]
have a set curriculum they have to
get through. So if they can’t teach in
class, they’re gonna assign more
for homework. So for those
AP classes, they might just
like not teach that last
unit trying to make sure
that students under-
stand the most
important units
for the AP test
and then [stu-
dents are] gonna
have to study it
outside of school,
which is going to
be so annoying.”

While

potential benefits
to this schedule
change exist,
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all staff, announc-
ing that, despite popular belief, the
schedule will not be implemented in
the 2024-25 school year.

“We need time to continue to
examine some of the issues men-
tioned above before we commit to
this schedule,” Clark wrote.

In order to address concerns
regarding the implementation of an
eight-block schedule in the district
schools, Avvakumovits has been
asked to facilitate a process that
may involve examining various
areas of concern, such as drafting a
“sandbox” course schedule at each
school to determine if common
preparations for course-alike teams
are feasible, and assessing how many
students’ schedules will have holes.

The district staff will also con-
sider visiting and having conversa-
tions with other school districts
that have already implemented the
eight-period day.

By the end of May, it is expected
that there will be more clarity on
whether or not the eight-block
schedule can be implemented for the
2025-26 school year.
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