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Crimson encourages student participation in environmental
awareness courses at PRHS

he executive orders issued by the Trump administration to mass produce foods from marine creatures. Santa Cruz Island
Thave recently taken shape and are beginning to set a (FSC) gives us the opportunity for hands-on real scientific research

dangerous precedent. Within only a few months of his as well as a deepened connection to the protected island students
reelection, the U.S. has been haphazardly pulled out of the Paris Climate visit. Joshua Tree (FSC) allows us to brave the wild desert regions and reflect
Agreement and promises to keep drilling in excess for oil. The obvious deeply upon our own life as well as the surrounding ecosystems. With these, we
consequences of these orders will come in the form of both pollution, which make memories while growing a deep appreciation of nature’s gifts and beauty.
affects wildlife and humans, as well as diminishing of natural protections. Additionally the school has taken up a recycling initiative, slowly but surely
The warped belief these policies display is similarly concerning: that our own contributing to lessening long-term pollution and waste.
comfort and economy are above nature. With all this chaos in the world it becomes so hard for us to believe we can

Crimson applauds that Paso Robles High School specifically has gone do much about it. It feels nihilistic about making an impact. How do we take
lengths to counter that ideology. the education being provided to us into action?

Here at PRHS, our Field Studies Collaborative courses as well as our AP The first step is always informing. This school has countless programs to
Environmental, Global Environmental Options, and Marine Biology classes teach people about how their own actions negatively affect the environment,
allow us to broaden our understanding of the need to learn about and act on so more Bearcats can continue this legacy of learning about the land. There
behalf of the natural world. AP Environmental focuses on the scientific aspects are a host of action items for all of us to move the needle back to normal land
of human practices and the detriment it has on the environment, providing awareness and fight the careless trend of the White House’s policies and firings.
many resources to better track our carbon footprint. GEO similarly teaches Recycling can certainly help in the long run, as well as being conscious of our
students about human impact on the environment while really prioritizing energy consumption and carbon emissions.This is not just about wildlife, but
teaching students about the real necessities for survival. The class teaches also our experience on Earth and the experience of future generations. Our
us to rethink our consumerist attitudes in nature, our seeing it as a resource actions today will determine the happiness of our grandchildren, and their
to extract. Such education ensures students don't fall prey to grandchildren as well. If we aren't mindful, we’ll never reach that
overconsuming environmental resources. Marine Bio is another —The Cl‘lmson point.
elective that provides an opportunity to thousands of students Staff Only only in being cognizant will future generations continue.

to learn more about our oceans and the harmful practices used
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SKYLINE (Santa Cruz Island):
a10 mile hike across the island to th
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Trump's Executive

Orders spark debate
on climate, energy, and
environmental policies

by Avery Mathers , Poli-Sci Director

inauguration on Jan. 20, the public was

swarmed with hundreds of executive
orders, including withdrawals from the World
Health Organization. Executive Order 14162
titled, “Putting America First In International
Environmental Agreements,” which prompted
the United States to withdraw from the Paris
Climate agreement. In Dec. 2015, 196 parties

I mmediately following Trump's

o /. )
a week. However, services |
in the parks may see )
shorter hours due to the * ﬁ
employees, including decreasing #
park’s educational opportunities.
This executive order overrides the Electric
Vehicle Mandate which was put in place
by the Biden Hariss Administration. This
mandate stated that 67% of new light-duty

) 7

lack of Y

. Ml Executive
"1 o ovders

entered into the legally binding Paris Climate vehicles and 46% of medium-duty vehicles > - =
Agreement, which went into effect on Nov would be required to be electric by 2032, but | 4 Wlthdraw From Parls

4, 2016. The Paris Climate agreement is an was terminated by the Trump administration . Iimate Ag reement:
international treaty to help combat climate long before it would have gone into effect.

change, with a goal of bringing overriding this proposit?:%,x\, It will take a year after Trump transmits a letter
global temperatures to 2 degrees THEREIS NO the Trump Administration to the United Nations until the U.S. is formally
celsius below pre industrial levels POSSIBLE WORLD  is effectively removing out of the climate agreement. For at least the
His lengthy executive order titlec IN WHICH the emission limits on gas next four years, the U.S. will disregard global
“Unleashing American Energy” GREENHOUSE powered vehicles, stating p limi ' b L di
proposes the resuming of oil GASES ARENOT A that limiting markets st Il cgr UG e T e
drilling and mineral farming THREAT TO PUBLIC to electric only vehicles he New York Times.

on the Outer Continental Shelf. HEALTH would severely damage

These changes have stirred up KIM COBB competition and economy,

concerns from the experts to
the students on our campus. “My aunt is a
park ranger at Yellowstone and she has a lot
preventing
messing
She

of concerns about
people from

with the animals.
said the buffalo
season is going
very interesting
smaller

_ Sloan

staff,” junior Ayda
stated when asked
about her concerns.
Tours of operation

r national parks will
remain as they are for the
ost part, major parks such
as Yosemite, Great Smokey,
Arches, Zion will remain
open 24 hours a day, 7 days

prioritizing markets over
Climate Health. These changes in the
United States Environmental Policies have
sparked frustration and criticism from
climate organizations and environmental
experts. “There is no possible world in which
greenhouse gases are not a threat to public
health, It’s simple physics coming up against
simple physiology and biology, and the limits
of our existing infrastructure to protect us
against worsening climate fueled extremes,”

argeting Wind Power:

+ oThe order will stop offshore wind lease sales

.~ and also potentially “terminate or amend”

"~ existing leases. Experts say that terminating

those projects or even threatening them

ould risk billions of dollars. This order calls

on the interior secretary to review leasing and
) _permitting practices for federal waters and

G 5;-' land, according to The New York Times.

Kim Cobb, a climate scientist from Brown

University, stated in an interview with AP j ;

News. Contrary to this belief, there are

people who believe that these changes are

very beneficial, while at the same time many

people are unsure if they should be concerned
about these changes at all.

egulating Emissions:

%, This order calls on the administrator of the
1., Environmental Protection Agency to make
4§ "';nf,‘, recommendation within 30 days on the

egality and continuing applicability” of the

LIVING WITH THE LAND (Joshua Tree, CA) : In April, 17
students traveled to Joshua Tree, spending three days deep
in the desert. They had to carry their belongings on their
back as they practiced the "leave no trace" moto of life to

v preserve nature. Photo by Kylie Troy

#1 “endangerment finding. This would provoke the
.P.A. Clean Air Act, which concludes that six

< @Feenhouse gases are a threat to human health
%~ and must be regulated, according to The New

| York Times.
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SANTA CRUZ
ISLAND

Seniors Alexia Mendoza %,
and Jordan Hammond
measuring width and
height of Bishop Pinel
while also checking
their health while
attending the Santa
Crus Island FSC trip
offered twice anually,
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Students speak on their personal experiences
and why they value the land they walk on today

by Naomi Velasco, EIC and Raffy Fuentes, Web Director

ature’s sciences and its natural the Earth is really hurting due to humanity.
systems entice 72.7 percent of I think the purpose of this class is to bring JOSHUA TREE
students at PRHS to enroll in classes awareness to more eco-friendly ways of

Students spend three

and clubs centered around the environment. living,” senior Josie Crank said. nights in the desert of

Global Environmental Options (GEO), This class allows students to feel more Joshua Tree as they

Environmental Science, Marine Biology, and  appreciative of the land they inhabit journal and reflect on

AP Biology are all classes that contribute while focusing on human impact on the nature. At the end of the

to PRHS’s science department, where environment through its enlightening backpacking trip student
s . . compose a booklet of|

students can learn about the Earth's impacts.  curriculum. Students have the opportunity |l .\ o pleces of writing

Additionally, PRHS offers the FSC (Field to apply their knowledge to real life as they W and artwork!

Studies Collaborative) program where explore local trails and eventually spend

students travel to different locations like a week backpacking through Escalante

Photo by Mateo De Alba
National Park in Utah.

PRHS also offers over eight science
classes that engage students in the
environment and the importance of the
natural world around them.

In Marine Biology, taught by BEACH
Amanda Cafferey, students learn CLEAN UP

about how over time, humans have

Santa Cruz Island, Joshua Tree, and
the Marine Tide Pools program

to gain real-life experience and an
appreciation for our Earth. These
trips are made with r
students in mind to /
help them connect /
with the land and
allow them to learn
more scientifically in
their environment.

GREEN GRADES

Senior Elliot

Students participate|
in clubs such as Beachl
Clean Up and Wilderness i
Club where they
volunteer their time
to picking up trash in
nature.

DIAZ DIRECTS: Daniel Diaz teaches G.E.O.
He spends 25 hours each month preparing,

camping and hiking with his student.
Krames is just one

small part of the 62.5% OF STUDENTS SAY damaged the seafloors
24.5 percent of THEY ARE EN ROLLED [\\| and killed many species

Photo by Joseph Taranto [§

Bearcats who have for their own benefit.
participated in FSC. CLIMATE COURSES Through this course
.Krames felt heavilyf ACCORDING TO A PRHS SURVEY OF  EAKSHEaS tide pools
impacted by her trip and the Monterey Bay
to Santa Cruz Island [(2SIIRIZNRES Aquarium.
in the summer In AP Environmental,
of 2023 and it helped her realize that as students learn about the effects Earth has
humans we need to protect our land. had because of Humans and how we can
“It is really eye opening to see the work reduce our waste. '
that gets done in places that are conserved AP Environmental teacher Jadyn
and protected,” Krames said. Steffeans expresses that we need to take
GEO, brought in 1992 by former science care of our land and environment around
teacher Mark Dimaggio, it allows students us because it will impact future generations,
to learn about the land they live on. These “Those things will have a massive impact
students go backpacking to various different  on our future and future generations. It
sites including Santa Barbara, Big Sur, and goes beyond saving trees and being a tree %8

Escalante in Utah throughout the year, while ~ hugger. Environments are connected and
also learning how to appreciate the land that ~ ecosystems are connected. If we are ignore

humans have caused damage to on Earth. or actively degrading an aspect of it, that
The main goal for this class is to prove to has vast effects on the rest of the ecosystem,
students that all you need in life is what fits including us, ” Steffeans said.

in your backpack!

“GEO has helped me realize how much



Aaverage
American’s

life is built on
commodities that are
consumed at an alarming rate to
account for our rampant demands, and
the effect this has had on the environment only
becomes more visible with time.

Consumerism is what drives the American economy
in its current state, it referring to economic behaviors adopted by
businesses to ensure increased consumer spending and contribute to the
economy. America has been defined by this practice through things like online
shopping, subscription based services, and retail chains. These all present
different conveniences and ways for consumers to spend their money and all
of these are practices standard to an average American. In a recent survey of
students it was found that about 88% of Bearcats are aware these practices
are harmful to the environment, another 72.7% believe their own shopping
practices and habits are harmful to the environment. It's an issue we are
directly involved in but not too interested in fixing.

These different avenues for consumption have created an unreasonable
demand for all sorts of products which needs to be met. The demand for
different necessities and materials has grown more apparent with time and
so have the environmental consequences. According to UN reports seen by
The Guardian, the extraction of raw materials will go up by 60% by 2060, this
is all to account for the demand in products which require raw materials like
copper, iron, and gold. And given findings by the European Environment

consumerism surrounds our culture, but for the good of our environment
we should avoid this spending culture at all costs. Personally, I try to live
my life in a way that avoids unnecessary spending through these methods.

“Do I really need it?” is a great question we can all ask ourselves. One rule I
try to live by is the one week rule: If I want to buy something that isn’t a basic
necessity, | make myself ~ wait at least a week after my initial

urge to buy the item. ~ # Then, if I still want the item after a
week, I figure that T will get good use out of it and it

will not go to waste. This rule makes me purchase

items based on long-term reasoning rather than
short-term emotion, and has saved
me from buying many useless things.

A couple of years ago, I saw a nice pair
of headphones for sale and almost bought
them, but after waiting a couple days, I realized
I already had a pair of headphones that I didn’t use

enough to justify buying the new ones.

While I try my best, I am not perfect in avoiding
consumerism. I am a sucker for clearance sales, and I
find it hard to pass up the opportunity of a good deal.
Too many times I have found myself impulse-buying
a new pair of flashy running shorts that I don’t really
| need the second they go on sale. These sales test my
. discipline for the one week rule due to the common
! time constraints of the low prices.

y From the newest water bottle to the latest meme shirt on TikTok shop,

Here
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Brian’s Guide to avoiding consumerism

Consumerism is the theory this cotuntry'is'htilt'on,

but is it destroying the environment?
by Carter Bland, Op/Ed Editor

Agency,
lincreases in these raw materials being
taken is also commonly linked to soil degradation and
increased climate due to the practices used for them, .given by
findings of the European Environment Agency.

It's a road headed straight for a worse future, as Fordham University
climate researcher Emma Vega puts it, “The pattern of consumer
overconsumption, fueled by relentless economic growth and the internal
desire for material goods, has emerged as a prominent driver of environmental
degradation, pushing our planet to collapse”.

Times of year which encourage mass commercial consumption are also
heavily linked to an increase in environmental harm. Columbia University's
State of the Planet found that during holiday seasons Americans produce
25% more waste than usual. Our rampant desire to consume is done to satisfy
ourselves but ultimately comes at the behest of us and the very ground we
walk.

by Brian Arndt,
News Co-Director

are the areas of my life where I avoid consumerism the most:

Clothing: To avoid consumerism culture, I try at all costs to not buy new
clothing. I have worn some of the same pants, shirts, and sweatshirts since
middle school, and I have no intention of replacing them anytime soon. While
I try to suppress the urge to buy something new, thrift stores are where I allow
myself to shop to my heart’s content,
without the environmental consequences
of buying new clothing.

Sports Equipment: I compete in both
Cross Country and Track, which means
I burn through lots of running shoes. To
avoid consumerism and save money, I
never buy the newest models of running
shoes. It takes some extra time, but I have
bought high quality running shoes in
good condition at the thrift store, in the
REI return section, and from friends. These are running shoes that would have
otherwise gone to waste. I didn’t buy them new, so I am not supporting the
companies and encouraging them to increase their supply. The way you spend
your money sends a message to companies that they won't ignore.

Food: To avoid consumerism with food, I make intentional choices with
what I eat. Recently I have changed my diet to cut out red meat and I have
limited my meat consumption to once a day at most. Livestock accounts for
a large amount of greenhouse gas emissions and is a leading cause of water
pollution. A more sustainable alternative that I have grown fond of is sardines.
Sardines repopulate quickly, making them less susceptible to overfishing, and
they are low in mercury because they are low on the food chain.



or three hours on Mar. 8, 21 students in
FGEO hiked up Big Sur with 40 pounds

on their back. They are told to only
pack what they need and spend the next day
exploring their campsite, filtering river water,
and cooking food around the campfire. Days
§ like these are typical trips for GEO students,

human ideologies and impacts towards the
environment. The class has gone on five hikes
this year as they prepare for their week long
backpacking trip in Escalante, Utah.

“You can overcome anything you thought
impossible by shifting an aspect of what

you carry,” senior Kylie Troy said, who

has backpacked with FSC and is currently
enrolled in GEO.

GEO (Global Environmental Options) is a
senior class first offered at PRHS in 1992.
Mark Dimaggio, the former ( X J
science teacher who helped
create the class, was teaching

an environmental science BLIND EYE TO NATURE The novel questions

class which his students really human ideologies such

enjoyed and he wanted to add BECAUSE ITWAS HERE as consumeris%n. 75

an additional class that would M BEFORE US percent of students said
ive students more experience i i

g ETHAN CASTELLI, 12 that human ideologies

in nature such hiking and
backpacking.
The class consists of six units that cover:

who spend time during class learning about  gECOND SEMESTER

WE SHOULDN'TTURN A Like what's wrong and

In the second semester of the class, students
read the philosophical novel, Ismeal by
Daniel Quinn. The novel questions human
“culture” as it explains how humanity has
“takers and leavers” Every other Friday
students are given a written quiz where they
must answer a thought provoking question.
“Ever since I read the book it's made me sad
to realize that all of our ‘accomplishments’
can be damaging to the world. I think it gets
most kids thinking about their place in a
world of consumerism.

SEP. 11- Montana De Oro Hike
DEC. 19- Cerro Alto Hike

MAR. 01- Deer Camp, Pozo Hike ;

MAR. 08- Big Sur Camping Trip
what's right?)” Diaz said.

negatively impact the
environment according to

a PRHS survey of 56 students. The material
in this class is structured to educate students
on the environment and their impact on
nature. Dimaggio visited GEO in January to
give a lesson on mass extinction and express

climate change, ecology, pollution, the
nitrogen cycle, hydrology and demography.
The current teacher of GEO, Daniel Diaz,
says when teaching he hopes his students

FILTRATION (Big g
Sur, CA):Senior ¥
Anthony Williams |
uses his water

filter to clean

can implement this knowledge while
they are in nature and begin to notice the
interconnections of humans and the land.

“I feel like I am the rock that is being dropped
into a lake. It’s sort of like I am making a
small ripple, but my students are the ripples
that eventually make it across the lake, the
lake being society. So if I teach students this
and they go and share their knowledge, we
can make an impact,” Diaz said.

As students learn about the effects of human
impact on nature, they are more prepared and
more insightful towards nature while they
hike and camp.

“Being in nature really changes your
perspective on humans and the environment.
You can begin to notice how interconnected
everything is and how human actions impact
the planet,” GEO student Alexia Mendoza
said.

concern about a sixth mass extinction.
Senior Ethan Castelli is for stronger educa-
tion on environmental impacts.

“We shouldn't turn a blind eye to nature be-
cause it was here before us, GEO has helped
me realize that . Castelh sald

river water for
breakfast. Filtering 8 ‘-t-

water is one of

many skills GEO
students learn and
practice while on
their backpacklng
trips.

Photo by Joseph
Jaranto

DATA AND DISCOVERY (Cambria, CA) : Senior Kyle Dart finds
a crab while counting species on the tide pools. Students use
quadrats to plot sections of the tide pools while they write
down how many species spotted in the quadrat. GEO offers
data collection to help students interact with environment they
study.

Photo by Joseph Taranto
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