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“I enjoy reading and “I enjoy reading and 
watching shows about watching shows about 

Spider-Man because I relate Spider-Man because I relate 
to him.  when I saw three of to him.  when I saw three of 

the [spider-men] come togeth-the [spider-men] come togeth-
er in ‘Spider-Man: No Way er in ‘Spider-Man: No Way 
Home,’ I jumped up in joy.”Home,’ I jumped up in joy.”
  — — Vannya Hernandez (12)Vannya Hernandez (12)

Learning Learning 
Levels upLevels up
LEarning 
levels up

students share students share 
 Favorite  Favorite 

characters From characters From 
comics, mangacomics, manga
 and webtoons and webtoons

“Regardless of wheth-“Regardless of wheth-
er it’s a classic, an er it’s a classic, an 

adaptation of a clas-adaptation of a clas-
sic or something that sic or something that 

originated as a graphic originated as a graphic 
novel, there are differ-novel, there are differ-
ent aspects of critical ent aspects of critical 
thinking that you can thinking that you can 

access through graph-access through graph-
ic novels. Bringing a ic novels. Bringing a 

visual aspect in makes visual aspect in makes 
[stories] more engag-[stories] more engag-
ing and accessible to ing and accessible to 
people who might not people who might not 
understand the book.”understand the book.”

— — English teacher English teacher 
Christina GrahamChristina Graham

“‘Maus’ is a memoir “‘Maus’ is a memoir 
about the author’s about the author’s 
father surviving the father surviving the 
Holocaust and living Holocaust and living 
through Auschwitz. through Auschwitz. 
It has important as-It has important as-
pects of survival and pects of survival and 

generational trauma. I generational trauma. I 
chose a graphic novel chose a graphic novel 
because it is easier to because it is easier to 
digest, and images give digest, and images give 
you a quicker under-you a quicker under-
standing of what’s standing of what’s 

happening in the novel.”happening in the novel.”

— English student — English student 
teacher Isabella Ardntteacher Isabella Ardnt

Student comics make a Student comics make a 

Scan here Scan here 
to read a to read a 
review of review of 
“Marvel “Marvel 
Rivals,” A Rivals,” A 
Video Game Video Game 
Adaptation Adaptation 
of the of the 
marvel marvel 
franchise!franchise!

As an editor in manga club, junior As an editor in manga club, junior 
Dhruv Gatge said he is in charge of the Dhruv Gatge said he is in charge of the 
development of a manga project about development of a manga project about 
two childhood friends who reunite years two childhood friends who reunite years 
later. later. 

“Each chapter is a different scene [in] a “Each chapter is a different scene [in] a 
different month,” Gatge said. “For exam-different month,” Gatge said. “For exam-
ple, in one of the chapters, they meet up ple, in one of the chapters, they meet up 
at a hospital to see an old friend.”at a hospital to see an old friend.”

While the project is early in its devel-While the project is early in its devel-
opment, Gatge said it has been an enrich-opment, Gatge said it has been an enrich-
ing experience, especially due to the cama-ing experience, especially due to the cama-
raderie the club fosters. raderie the club fosters. 

“I enjoy working with other people “I enjoy working with other people 
[because] I couldn’t imagine how diffi-[because] I couldn’t imagine how diffi-
cult it would be if I had to create it cult it would be if I had to create it 
all alone,” Gatge said. “it’s all alone,” Gatge said. “it’s 

really satisfying really satisfying 
to see people bring to see people bring 
skills to the skills to the 
table to table to 
create some-create some-
thing each thing each 
per-per-
son son 
would would 
not  be not  be 
able to do able to do 
alone.”alone.”

Sophomore Chloe Dahl said Sophomore Chloe Dahl said 
she started drawing comics she started drawing comics 
during the pandemic to keep herself oc-during the pandemic to keep herself oc-
cupied. She said her art style drew inspi-cupied. She said her art style drew inspi-
ration from the anime she watched at the ration from the anime she watched at the 
time, but she has continued to perfect it. time, but she has continued to perfect it. 

“Comics force you to get out of your “Comics force you to get out of your 
comfort zone because you have to make comfort zone because you have to make 
the image interesting in different ways,” the image interesting in different ways,” 
Dahl said. “if you have someone walking Dahl said. “if you have someone walking 
across a room, you can’t just show them across a room, you can’t just show them 
walking, you have to draw multiple angles walking, you have to draw multiple angles 
and Provide a sense of movement.”and Provide a sense of movement.”

Dahl said her favorite part of creating Dahl said her favorite part of creating 
comics is fleshing out the characters and comics is fleshing out the characters and 

creating a story.creating a story.
“A story is interesting “A story is interesting 

because the look of the because the look of the 
character and character and 
the story are the story are 

intertwined,” intertwined,” 
Dahl said. “When Dahl said. “When 

you make the you make the 
character, character, 

you’re giv-you’re giv-
ing it a ing it a 
story at story at 

the same the same 
time and vice time and vice 

versa.”versa.”

“I love [Jinwoo’s] “I love [Jinwoo’s] 
character development character development 

and how he matures from a and how he matures from a 
nobody who’s really weak. nobody who’s really weak. 
he uses his effort and hard he uses his effort and hard 
work to Become Someone work to Become Someone 
that everyone should as-that everyone should as-

pire to be like.”pire to be like.”
— Leo Gin (10)— Leo Gin (10)

Teachers discuss 
graphic novels in 

classrooms

Spider-manSpider-manSpider-man

Sung Sung 
JinwooJinwoo

Sung 
JinWoo

‘Maus’ by Art 
Spiegelman

‘fahrenheit 451: the 
authorized 
adaptation’ by Tim 
Hamilton
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Eren Eren 
YeagerYeager
Eren 
yeager
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Student comics make a 

“I love how [Eren] “I love how [Eren] 
evolves from a straight-evolves from a straight-
forward, revenge-driven forward, revenge-driven 
kid into a complex charac-kid into a complex charac-
ter struggling with moral-ter struggling with moral-
ity, destiny and freedom. his ity, destiny and freedom. his 

focus and his determina-focus and his determina-
tion are my favorite parts tion are my favorite parts 

about him.”about him.”
 — Shourya Batra (9) — Shourya Batra (9)

Based on a survey of 200 students

Survey included predetermined options
of students chose Eren Yeager as 

their favorite manga character
of students chose Spider-Man 
as their favorite Superhero

of students chose “SOLO 
LEVELING” as their favorite 

Webtoon


